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| tig yy buyers have learned the value 
of the advertisements as an aid in 

making proper selection. Much time and 
trouble can be saved by studying the adver- 
tisements, before purchasing. With this in 
mind, it will prove well worth while to read 
Times advertising columns every week. 





























Ye Are My Friends 
By B. L. Byer 


E WAS very God, but not ashamed 
To own us as His brethren. : 

He left His matchless Home above 

And came to dwell on earth. 
He was clothed about with robes of glory, 

But laid them all aside, 
To clothe Himself with human flesh 

And have a lowly birth. 


He walked the stony paths of earth 
Whose feet knew streets of gold. 
From men He asked for bread and drink, 
Who should have had no need. 
He had no place to lay His head 
“Who really owned all things. 
He was very God, but not ashamed 
To call us friends indeed. 


vg 


Humility Not Popular 

Humility means putting’ God ahead 
of ourselves, and that has never been 
popular. The word in the New Testa- 
ment means literally lowliness of mind; 
the natural man likes to exalt himself, 
not to subject himself. Because it does 
not come to any of us naturally, we are 
to “put on therefore, as the elect of 
God, . . . humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness” (Col. 3:12). If we are to represent 
our Lord truly we must be, “clothed 
with humility” (1 Pet. 5:5). Only those 
who recognize that they are “crucified 
with Christ” can have humility. Andrew 
Murray, who saw deep into the heart of 


God and the things of the Spirit, de- 
scribes humility in the following search- 
ing statement: “Humility is perfect 
quietness of heart. It is for me to have 
no trouble: never to be fretted or vexed 
or irritated or sore or disappointed. It 
is to expect nothing, to wonder at noth- 
ing that is done to me, to feel nothing 
done against me. It is to be at rest when 
nobody praises me, and when I am 
blamed or despised. It is to have a 
blessed home in the Lord, where I can 
go in and shut the door, and kneel to 
my Father in secret, and am at peace as 
in a deep sea of calmness when all 
around and above is trouble. It is the 
fruit of the Lord Jesus Christ’s redemp- 
tive work on Calvary’s Cross, manifest 
in those of his own who are definitely 
subjected to the Holy Spirit.” 


x 
Mother Ruth Called Home 


“Do not starve yourself and expect 
to be strong in the Lord.” This was the 
sensible and spiritual counsel given by 
Mother Ruth in answering a letter from 
a girl (Times of Dec. 24) who had writ- 
ten: “I feel that my life is lacking in 
the testimony it should be. I don’t read 
the Bible as I should, and I spend far 
too little time in prayer.” Mother Ruth 
never starved herself spiritually, and 
that is why she was so strong in the 
Lord and could share her God-given spir- 
itual strength with the thousands who 
looked to her confidently to solve their 


problems. Mother Ruth’s real name was 
Mrs. Ida M. Hudson, and her nation-wide 
and world-wide family of girls will learn 
with deepest sorrow of their loss in her 
gain as she was called, on Saturday 
morning, January 28, into the presence 
of the Lord she loved and served so 
well. She had been “carrying on” as 
usual since the new year began, and had 
spoken at a luncheon meeting of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Philadelphia 
Fundamentalists. Soon after this Mrs. 
Hudson was kept in by a cold, which 
quickly developed into pneumonia, and 
the best medical skill and faithful nurs- 
ing were powerless before the severity 
of the attack. Her ministry among girls 
and women has been remarkable for 
many years, and those who eagerly read 
her column in THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMES 
included also boys, laymen, ministers, 
and missionaries in foreign fields. She 
knew the real problems of everyday 
living for the young and the old; she 
knew and loved the Lord and the Book. 
She knew how ‘to pray. She had the 
joy of innumerable answered prayers. 
A sketch of her life and character will 
be published in an early issue of THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Trues. What an abun- 
dant entrance into the presence of her 
Lord this Mother in Israel must have 
had! Surely she will have a joyous fel- 
lowship through all eternity with a great 
company of precious souls whom she led 
to her Saviour—those who went on 
ahead of her into glory, and those who 
will follow after. 


The Pastor as Prophet and Priest 


pastor was called the “Parson.” It 

is supposed that the reason is to be 
found in the fact that he was regarded 
as the “Person” —that is, the outstand- 
ing personality in the community. He 
embodied the highest reaches of the 
hopes and aims of his people. He was 
their ideal, spiritually, culturally, and 
socially. He was a man of authority 
among them. His superiorities were not 
vain assumptions; he actually embodied 
wisdom. 

He was a pastor of souls. His New 
Testament pattern was that of a shep- 
herd. The people were the sheep of 
his flock. They were his spiritual 
charges. Their needs, conditions, strug- 
gles for virtue or fortune, and their sor- 
rowful failures, were his constant cares. 
He lived for their hopes and died pray- 
ing for those not yet fulfilled. He epito- 


T pesr was a time when the local 


mized and dramatized the great ministry 
of Jesus Christ in gathering the children 
of God into the Kingdom of God. 

He was a doctrinaire. His doctrines 
were principles of Christian truth and 
holiness. Involving as they must all of 
man’s vital and various relations to God, 
he sought to interpret them in sympa- 
thetic teaching and exhortation to his 
respectful flock. His words carried 
weight. He was their authority without 
the necessity of being authoritarian. 
Direction and guidance for life were 
drawn from the fount of his wisdom. He 
fed “the flock of God,” and in grateful 
appreciation they held him in esteem as 
the faithful shepherd of their souls. 

In our day we have lost much of this 
pastoral eminence. The secular spirit, 
which has “debunked” many sacred in- 
stitutions and idealistic principles of 
human relationship, has invaded the 
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ministry of the Gospel. Its cynical and 
vulgar influence has mocked at piety. 
The fruit of secularism is a popular con- 
ceit. It rejoices in philosophies of mate- 
rialism and worldly vulgarities, and has 
nothing but tolerant pity or downright 
scorn for the spiritual ideals and ob- 
jectives of the Christian profession. It 
trains the masses through the press and 
journalism to accept a low level of cul- 
ture. Its pride is in the common evils 
to which it has drawn down the mass 
of men. All attempts to rebuke it or 
even to lift men from it meet with re- 
sistance, indifference, or ridicule. 

The ministry of Jesus Christ has not 
escaped. Dread secularism has laid its 
strong hand on its exalted calling, and 
is seeking to reduce it to the mass car- 
nality that rules our times. The minis- 
ter must dress, behave, and talk like a 
“sport” to suit the vulgar masters of the 
hour. Coarse speech, loose words, ribald 
laughter, and non-idealistic pretensions 
must mark their acceptable minister. So 
speaks secularism —he is to forget his 
distinctiveness and become “human”; he 
is to say nothing of faith in a saving 
Christ or of judgment to come, to call 
no one to repentance, but to cherish 
herding with the common crowd as a 
seeker after popularity should. 

The price that ministers of Christ have 
paid to follow such a lead is too dear. 
God’s ministry is an exalted profession. 
It calls for superior living and being. 
Only the higher can lift the lower. Two 
men sinking in a bog cannot help each 
other. A man on firm ground could save 
both. So the ministry that concedes its 
ideals, and adopts the vulgar level of 
the apostate society in which it finds 
itself, pays the incalculable cost of 
damning not only itself but the victims 
of the secularism with which it frater- 
nizes. 

Can the pastoral office be revitalized? 
Is it too late? Are we so secularized 
that the great spiritual drought is to 
continue? Must the local minister of 
Jesus Christ sink lower and lower in the 
public estimate until his person, mes- 
sage, or example is equal to zero? Is 
the pastor to be lost in the common mass 
of people, being so much like them that 
the voice of the prophet is stilled in the 
land? Are ministers to continue so inept 
and inwardly conscious of their incompe- 
tence that the office they hold shall no 
longer have weight or predominance in 
the spiritual well-being of the commu- 
nity? Shall the prophets of God in this 
day and generation surrender to the 
spirit of Antichrist? 

The apostle Paul declared that “the 
time will come when they will not en- 
dure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned into fables.” 
But in that dire day what did he exhort 
the minister of Jesus Christ to do? 
“Watch thou in all things, endure afflic- 
tions, do the work of an evangelist, make 





This is the first of a series of five editorials 
on The Pastor’s Problems. The next four, to 
be published in early issues of the Times, will 
discuss: The Minister’s Prayer Life, The Minis- 
ter in His Study, The Minister’s Weekly Prob- 
lem — What Shall I Preach? and, The Minis- 
ter and the Social Gospel. 
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full proof of thy ministry.” These words 
indicate that the pastor is to be on guard 
against the popular craze. If his resis- 
tance should bring him sorrow, he is to 
endure it. In the black night of the 
apostasy he is to be what he did not 
need to be so emphatically in the more 
favorable day when he was “building up 
the flock of God,” and that is—be an 
evangelist. In other words, instead of 
surrendering to the secular craze that 
has captivated the people, he is to be 
one who knows that the “popular” soul 
is lost and needs the elementary facts 
of salvation, without which he will be 
lost eternally. He will then become the 
propket of God as he never was before. 
Not only the pulpit shall be his place of 
warning, counsel, and invitation, but 
everywhere else — home, office, farm, or 
field. He shall be Christ’s shepherd of 
souls, gathering them in by ones and twos 
or more, wherever the lost can be found. 

What a revitalization of the pastoral 
office this would produce! Anxiety over 
the lost condition of the pastor’s parish- 
ioners will transform him. If he has 
been a “sport” he will become a heroic 
savior of souls. From a “popular” non- 
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entity he will become an earnest cru- 
sader for Christ. Deeper, wider, higher 
than he ever dreamed will be his in- 
fluence. The chimera of his ministerial 
pretensions will be taken off like the 
actor’s robes, and he will stand for God 
as a man among his fellow men. Trivi- 
alities will fall from him like leaves in 
the autumn breeze, and he will emerge 
as a leader worthy of the heritage of 
the servants of the Lord. 

A revitalized ministry is Christianity’s 
greatest need. Let each pastor heed the 
word, “Make full proof of thy ministry.” 
A proved ministry is one manifesting 
the approval of God. We know that 
when this approval is given Heaven 
seems to be opened in a new effusion of 
spiritual power. The minister of Jesus 
Christ is transformed. He becomes the 
voice of God, and the weight of his in- 
fluence and authority is vastly increased. 
It appears quite clearly that here is a 
man in a divine calling, ministering as 
the Lord intended he should. A solemn 
respect comes over the people, and once 
again the Word of God is given free 
course and is glorified through God’s 
good man. 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














When Should We Lie? 


The time to lie is when Satan can 
help us more than God can. And that 
is the only time to lie. This Scriptural 
principle was brought out in the Tres 
of June 25, 1938, when a reader asked 
whether “white lies” were justified un- 
der certain circumstances, or whether 
a “lie of necessity” may be used, espe- 
cially when its purpose is to do good and 
not harm. The fallacy and the sin of 
such lying were pointed out; and now it 
is interesting to have a letter from a 
Christian physician in Persia with illu- 
minating comments on the subject. This 
earnest Christian man has been a friend 
of THE SuNDAY ScHooL Times for many 
years, and his remarkable letters have 
brought cheer and encouragement to the 
staff over and over again. He writes in 
part: 


Last June I entered my seventy-sixth 
year and celebrated my golden jubilee 
of my marriage. How patient God has 
been to his unworthy blood-bought slave 
during all these long years! “I praise 
him for all that has passed, and trust him 
for all that is to come.” 


The question of telling ‘‘a pious lie’ 
was discussed in Notes on Open Letters 
in the Trmwgs. This country was renowned 
for the truthfulness of its inhabitants in 
ancient times, but is now ruined through 
fraud and Taghiah, or “the pious lie”; 
Mohammed practiced it, the Imams used 
it enormously and encouraged their fol- 
lowers to uo it, and this looseness has led 
the poor people with the fallen nature 
to ge to the extreme. 

I gave your article—how wise and 
sound it was—to a friend of mine. He 

. and I learned English together fifty years 
ago! He is very near [the Kingdom] but 
for the question of the Deity of the Son, 
which is the greatest difficulty to him. He 
read your article carefully and brought 
the paper back, saying, ‘‘The Editor makes 
the way very narrow.” 


I said, ‘“‘But Christianity is the narrow 
Path.” 


Do pray for him. How hard it is for 
those who have been spoiled by having, 
in the name of a “revelation from Allah,” 
to give a loose bridle to the flesh ! 


Almost fifty years ago H. Clay Trum- 
bull, for many years Editor of THE SuN- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMES, wrote a remarkable 
book, now out of print, entitled “A Lie 
Never Justifiable.’ It is perhaps the 
most comprehensive and at the same 
time Scriptural study of every aspect of 
the lie question ever published, taking 
up among other phases of the subject 
the many varied ethnic conceptions, 
showing that the lie has been a ques- 
tion of the ages. The book sets forth 
the essential difference between the lie, 
which is never justifiable, and conceai- 
ment of the truth, which is often a duty. 
It answers convincingly the mistaken 
plea of “necessity,” tracing the subject 
through centuries of discussion, and then 
closes with a revealing presentation of 
the heart of the matter. The last sen- 
tence of the book is this: 

“There was never yet a lie uttered 
which did not bring more harm than 
good; nor will there ever be a harmless 
lie, while God is truth, and Satan is 
the Father of lies.” 


ed 


“The mind of Christ” is the essential 
condition of all spiritual perception, of 
all progress in divine knowledge. Here 
is the secret of apprehending the “ur- 
searchable riches of Christ,” as they are 
revealed to us in the Scriptures. We 
cease to become intelligent, or receptive 
of divine teaching, when we cease to 
possess this condition of mind.—Evan H. 
Hopkins. 


— 


—— 
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How the Spiritual Life of Our School Is Cared For 


That the children may “ grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour” 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 














NE of the first things that we had 
to realize in our Sunday school 
work is that when children are 
saved they do not automatically become 
unselfish and spiritually-minded. At 
first it came somewhat as a shock to us 
to find that children who had seemed to 
be truly saved were sometimes as self- 
ish or as silly as before. However, we 


-who are adults have had the same sad 


experience. In the first joy of salvation 
it seemed we could never sin again, but 
old habits asserted themselves and we 
found that there was much more that 
we needed to learn. Just so with the 
children committed to our care: they 
must be fed and cared for so that they 
will “grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour” (2 Pef. 
3:18). 

Our saved children must be taught 
that their acceptance of Christ, all-im- 
portant as that is, is only the beginning 
of the Christian life, not the climax 
and end of it as some suppose. As many 
of the children come from homes in 
which they get no help at all, or less 
than none, the task of the Sunday school 
is certainly a large one. 


“Come Every Sunday !” 


One of the first things we try to im- 
press on those saved is the importance of 
coming to Sunday school every single Sun- 
day. We teach them Hebrews 10:25, “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is,” and 
2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God.” We remind them 
that they have around one thousand 
hours every year for united study of 
subjects concerning this world at public 
school, whereas we have only fifty-two 
hours in a year for united study at 
Sunday school concerning the world to 
come. Therefcre to miss a single Sun- 
day’s lesson is an irreparable loss. 

The children must be taught the ne- 
cessity ‘of daily Bible reading as well as 
the vital importance of every Sunday’s 
session. It is as impossible to maintain 
a healthy Christian life apart from feed- 
ing on God’s Word as it would be im- 
possible to maintain a healthy physical 
life without eating. A person who had 
only one meal a week, even if it was a 
very good one, would be feeble and 
sickly. A Christian who gets only one 
spiritual meal a week cannot be strong 
either. In our Sunday school classes 
we assign Scriptures to be read and 
memorized during the week and we have 
a “Bible Readers’ Honor Roll.” So we 
seek to help our young Christians get 
the habit of daily Bible reading. 

The Bible should be read prayerfully, 
so we suggest that every time before 
they open their Bibles the children pray, 
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may be- 
hold wondrous things out of thy law” 
(Psa. 119:18), or a little prayer in their 


A second prize of fifteen dollars 
was awarded for this article in the 
prize contest conducted by the 
Times. Miss Gunderson, who is 
superintendent of the Evergreen 
Community Sunday School, Fern- 
dale, Wash., won two other prizes, 
and in addition two more of her 
articles have recently been published 
in the Times (Nov. 12 and Jan. 14). 

As teachers and superintendents 
read of the remarkable work being 
done in the Evergreen school, they 
will note that Miss Gunderson and 
her associates teach the children the 
vital importance of the following 
things: 

Regular attendance. 
Bible reading. 
Prayer. 
Confession to God. 
Reading good books, 
Winning others, 
Believing the Bible, 








own words asking for the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit. 

We start teaching the children to pray 
in the Beginner’s class. Many of them 
have not been taught to pray at home 
and know very little about God. The 
teacher explains that God is the giver 
of every good gift. She has the children 
name some of these and then she sug- 
gests thanking God for them. She 
teaches them that because God is so 
great and so kind they must be very 
reverent. Most of them do not know 
the meaning of the word, but they soon 
get the feeling for it and stand perfectly 
quiet when they pray. Their first 
prayers are only a sentence each, as, 
“Thank you for the sunshine,” “Thank 
you for my baby brother,” and later, 
“Please make John well again,’ and 
sometimes, “Wash me, and I shail be 
whiter than snow.” Soon the children 
learn that every prayer should end, “For 
Jesus’ sake,” or “In the name of Jesus.” 
As they get older they learn that only 
those who are saved have the right to 
address God as Father. 


“Pray for the Classes !” 


In the older classes we ask the child to 
ask the Lord’s blessing on our study 
before we start. If there is something 
of special concern every member of the 
class may wish to pray. Otherwise we 
do not take time for each member of 
the class to pray aloud, as those of school 
age are invited to the weekly prayer 
meeting which the children have on 
Monday after school. 

To understand the way to grow in the 
Christian life the children have to be 
taught that when they were saved they 
received a new nature from God. At the 
same time they still have the old one. 
The old nature is selfish and wants to 


sin; the new nature wants to please God 
and learn more about him. To grow in 
the Christian life they must feed the 
new nature and starve the old. They 
must be taught which things feed which 
nature. Attending shows feeds the old 
nature while attending Sunday school 
feeds the new. We find it helpful to re- 
mind the children that God notices every 
day whether they are feeding the old 


' nature or the new. 


Early in the Christian life the chil- 
dren must be taught that when they 
sin they must confess it to God and 
pray to be kept from doing the same 
sin again. We want them to hate sin, 
yet not to be discouraged when they 
fall. They must learn to confess their 
sin and then go forward. 

Sometimes we have found it helpful 
to give a series of short talks on the 
Christian life during opening exercises. 
Sometimes a personal letter from the 
teacher to a new convert has proved 
especially helpful. It is a great help 
to every young Christian to know that 
his teacher is back of him in prayerful 
interest and is always ready to do any- 
thing to help him make a success of his 
Christian life. 


“Read Good Books !” 


Often the teacher can recommend a 
book in the Sunday school library which 
will be a help to his scholars. We be- 
lieve that it is of the greatest importance 
to saturate our children with Christian 
literature. We believe that if they form 
a taste for books with a real Christian 
message, books that are a hindrance 
rather than a help will never get much 
hold of them. Therefore we are con- 
stantly increasing our library. We buy 
many of the books second-hand, for 
financial reasons, but we never buy one 
that does not have a definite Christian 
message. 

We try to keep the children interested 
in helping others and in trying to win 
them to Christ. They pray for all the 
sick in the community, and sometimes 
are able to send something to them. 
They put together baskets of things to 
send to poor families at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. They make texts and 
other things for the Sunday school and 
object lessons for the younger classes. 
Sometimes they get up programs or spe- 
cial numbers for opening exercises. 
Often those with only average voices 
can make very good music singing in 
parts. Those who cannot sing can some- 
times give readings very effectively. 
One that was especially helpful to the 
hearers was “I could not do without 
Him,” by Frances Ridley Havergal. 

The biggest project in the line of a 
program put on by our Young People’s 
class was a debate on the Bible. ‘We 
had taken a little course in Christian 
Evidences to counteract some of the 
things these young folks were hearing 
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at school. They wished to get these facts 
before those who do not know that the 
Bible is true, and it was finally decided 
to do this by means of a debate. The 
question was stated, “Resolved: that ful- 
filled prophecy is the best proof that 
the Bible is the Word of God.” 

The affirmative speakers took (1) 
Prophecies fulfilled in the life of Christ, 
(2) Prophecies fulfilled concerning the 
ancient city of Tyre, and (3) Prophecies 
fulfilled concerning the Jews. 

The “negative” speakers, — those who 
attempted to show that other arguments 
beside fulfilled prophecy might be used, 
—took (1) The scientific accuracy of 
the Bible, (2) The effect of the Bible on 
the lives of its readers, and (3) We know 
God wrote the Bible because no one 
else either could have or would have. 
The team has so far given this debate in 
six different communities, and in every 
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case there has been fine attendance and 
interest. In each case people who did 
not attend Sunday school and who said 
they did not believe the Bible were 
asked to be judges. At least one such 
man now attends regularly and has defi- 
nitely confessed Christ. It is a joy to 
see hcw much more concerned the teams 
are to get unsaved people to come and 
hear than they are about which side wins 
the debate. 

Finally, we seek to care for the spir- 
itual life of our school by continuing to 
pray for our pupils after they are saved, 
by keeping in close contact with them 
so as to be able to help them, by teach- 
ing them the Bible and how to learn it 
for themselves, by teaching them to pray, 
and by keeping them as busy as possible 
serving our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Chiist. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 














Successful Plans from Many Schools 


These articles were among the many submitted in the prize contest for Sunday 
school method articles conducted by The Sunday School Times. While they 
did not win prizes, they are well worth the attention of Sunday school workers. 











Memorizing Scripture 
By Mrs. Fred Fisher 


HE spiritual life of our school is 
cared for and deepened by a definite 
system. First, in the opening exer- 
cises we stress the desirability of each 
member of the Sunday school owning a 
Bible, and bringing it to Sunday school. 
Every Sunday we mention the daily 
reading of the Bible, and classes are en- 
couraged to keep a chart, recording the 
daily reading of each pupil. The child 
who fails in his Bible reading one day 
has no record for that week. 

Daily prayer is also stressed, first, for 
each child’s list of unsaved relatives or 
friends (no one but the child himself 
knows who is on his list); second, for 
the missionary that our church helps 
support. Daily prayer is also urged for 
daily guidance and care. We try to 
make this daily Bible study and prayer 
very important in our discussions in the 
opening exercises. 

The next item in our plan for the 
deeper spiritual life of our school is our 
outline of Scripture memory work. This 
Scripture memorizing takes a prominent 
place in the opening exercises. The out- 
line for the Beginners and Primary De- 
partments includes John 3:16, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Exodus 20:7, and other passages 
suitable for this age group. The outline 
for memory work continues up through 
the other departments. It is in the Junior 
Department that we lay the foundation 
for the spiritual life of the child by 
including in the outline a great number 
of Scripture passages that tell what we 
must do to be saved. We stress this so 
much by emphasis and by repetition that 
I believe every child understands thor- 
oughly what he must do to be saved, 
and knows it as definitely as he will ever 
know it. 


In the Intermediate and Senior De- 





partments the Scripture memorizing is 
along the line of growth in grace, and 
is planned to develop Christian charac- 
ter, Christian ideals, and Christian con- 
duct. 

In addition to stressing the daily Bible 
reading and daily prayer, a relatively 
long time in the opening exercises is 
allowed for the Scripture memorizing. 
The certainty of the results rests on 
nothing less than the promise, “My word 

. shall not return unto me void.” 

ROSEBURG, OREG. 


Acknowledging Good Work 
By J. B. Lobb 


ITH twenty-three years as super- 

intendent, and over fifty-three 
years of Sunday school work and 
experience, I would say that to hold 
boys and girls in the school we must 
give them something to do, and then give 
them credit for doing it. That was my 
object during the years it was my priv- 
ilege to be appointed superintendent of 
a growing school. 

We studied methods in operation in 
other schools and states, and decided on 
this plan: to mark three things each 
Sunday. (1) attendance, (2) lesson 
studied, and (3) offering. If the pupil 
was on time, a full mark was given; 
if late, half a mark only. If the lesson 
assigned was studied, a full mark, if 
part, half a mark only. If an offering 
was given, the pupil had a full mark; 
if none, no mark. Three marks could 
be secured each Sunday, and thirty-nine 
in the quarter. If thirty marks were 
secured, we gave a quarterly mark of 
merit, the names being read out to the 
school. If four quarterly credits were 
obtained in the year the pupil would 
get credit under the Robert Raikes sys- 
tem of awards. 


February 11, 1939 


We found that it stimulated prompt 
and faithful attendance and a home 
preparation of lessons, and that it was 
a great stimulus in giving offerings. The 
annual award was always of much inter- 
est and was eagerly awaited by teachers 
and scholars. We also had the names 
sent to the daily press after the honors 
on Sunday. 

Children and grown-ups all alike ap- 
preciate recognition. 

CLINTON, ONT. 
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Keeping Up Attendance 
By Mabel Randolph 


UR resourceful superintendent of the 
Primary and Beginners Department 
introduced a simple system to over- 
come the dropping out of boys and girls. 
Each pupil, upon arrival, had a blue 
ribbon pinned on. The ribbon had a 
white star painted upon it, and the word 
“Starlight” was printed just below. 

When the pupil had been present two 
Sundays the Starlight badge was re- 
moved and a red ribbon substituted. The 
red ribbon had a white moon painted 
on it, and below was printed the word 
“Moonbeam” in white. 

When the pupil as a Moonbeam had 
been present two Sundays, this red 
badge was removed and a white ribbon 
with a golden sun and the word “Sun- 
beam” was pinned on. 

The pupil wore this white badge as 
long as he did not miss attending Sun- 
day school. 

If the pupil was absent one Sunday 
he was given a Moonbeam badge in 
place of the Sunbeam. Then if he was 
away another Sunday his red badge was 
removed and a blue ribbon substituted, 
thus making him a Starlight. By regu- 
lar attendance he could soon climb from 
Starlight to Moonbeam, and then to Sun- 
beam again. 

Three teachers were appointed to meet 
each child as he came and to place and 
remove badges, according to the record 
of all pupils. 

The dropping out of boys and girls 
was very much overcome, and regular 
attendance tripled. The attendance did 
not reach over sixty, but this was owing 
to the nine-year-olds being promoted to 
the Junior Department, and to the fact 
that many families are often moving 
away. 


COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. 
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A Superintendent Who 
Encouraged 
By Mrs. Ernest H. Planck 


HE first great encouragement in Sun- 

day school work came to me as a 
very new and inexperienced teacher. 
Sincerely desiring to do the Lord’s work, 
I was given a class of nine-year-old girls, 
little realizing the tremendous changes 
in my life which this new responsibility 
entailed. As I looked into their eager 
and innocent young faces week after 
week, and saw them beginning to love 
me enough to pattern their manners and 
ways after my own, a sense of my own 
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unpreparedness and unfitness quite 
overwhelmed me and I was ready to 
resign as teacher. The encouragement 
came from our understanding superin- 
tendent, who expressed so openly his 
belief that God could and would use 
me in Sunday school work. He did not 
stress the importance of the things I had 
done or that I was doing at that time, as 
unfitting me to teach. He emphasized 
the grace of God: His enabling power to 
cleanse and to use various personalities. 
His strong faith in God’s power and love 
and guidance, and His acceptance of 
“even me,” and of my sincerity of purpose, 
made a Sunday school teacher of me, 
and for thirty-two years I have rejoiced 
in such work. Criticism or lack of un- 
derstanding on the part of that superin- 
tendent would surely have driven me 
away from Sunday school and farther 
into the things of the world which so 
charmed me at that time. 

In the later years of teaching, the 
greatest encouragement to carry on 
comes naturally from seeing the useful 
lives of those pupils who passed through 
my class or department; seeing the boys 
enter the ministry and medical or mis- 
sionary work; seeing the girls presiding 
over God-fearing homes; watching char- 
acter develop under trial. Is there any 
greater reward for a Sunday school 
teacher? 

One particular instance of encourage- 
ment came at the Christmas season a 
year ago in the gift of a five-dollar bill 
from a past member who had found soul 
satisfaction, rescue from suicide, friends 
in time of need, and the blessings of fel- 
lowship and service. It came as a thank 
offering to be used by our class for help- 
ing some other desperate person to safer 
ground. Would it not seem, then, that 
the very greatest encouragement we can 
give to our fellow men is first, our firm 
faith in God’s love and power; next, 
trusting them and giving them sympa- 
thetic understanding, and meeting their 
immediate need, whatever that may be? 

Some wise Christian has said, “How 
vastly more important it is to do the will 
of the Lord than the work of the*Lord.” 
Every one who is really doing the Lord’s 
will is surely thereby furthering his 
work as well, and encouraging younger 
Christians to undertake some specific 
service for him. 

Mose, ALA. 
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The Pastor’s Part 
By Esther S. Cornell 


i soggenge entering our church for 
the first time have commented on 
the spiritual atmosphere that is at once 
apparent to them. One feels it in Sun- 
day school as much as in church. 

The reason for this is that our pastor 
is a man who exalts Jesus Christ and 
preaches as though the Lord were sit- 
ting in the rear balcony listening to 
every word. A minister who has served 
in one church for thirty-three years and 
can fill it at every service, and can keep 
the church out of debt, and build up 
every department to a flourishing con- 
dition, of course achieves a spiritual life 
in the Sunday school. Our pastor does 
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all this and he keeps his standards high 
for his officers and teachers. Only 
teachers are chosen who are sincere 
Christians. They are not appointed un- 
til our pastor is certain that they meas- 
ure up to his qualifications. 

Beginning with the kindergarten, our 
pupils are taught the way of salvation. 
The main aim of every teacher is to 
lead his or her class to Jesus Christ, and 
lessons are taught with that end in 
view. In the spring of the year a Sun- 
day is set aside as “decision day,” and 
it is a heartening sight to see the chil- 
dren file up to the altar in open con- 
fession of their Saviour. 

We have a very unusual group of 
young people from the ages of fourteen 
up to thirty, who meet every Sunday 
afternoon for further Bible study and 
prayer and testimony. Some of this 
group is formed into a Gospel band, and 
they go to other churches Sunday eve- 
nings to hold services. In the spring 
of the year this same group holds street 
meetings. Another activity they are 
interested in is tract distribution, which 
is done early Sunday mornings before 
church. 

Despite the fact that our pastor 
preaches two sermons on Sunday, he 
still finds time to teach a Bible class of 
seven hundred men or more, every Sun- 
day morning. The men are divided into 
groups, under a captain, and each side 
strives to keep up their attendance, as 
well as secure new members. It is not 
unusual to have one thousand men in 
attendance at this Bible class. 

Every Sunday morning, regularly, be- 
fore the class meets, a group of Christian 
men gather in a room for prayer. It is 
this tarrying with the Lord in interces- 
sion that has built up the class and made 
it successful. Also, much credit is due 
to earnest Christian men who have spent 
many hours weekly calling on absent or 
indifferent members. The Lord always 
rewards such faithfulness as this. Many 
a man who originally was indifferent to 
church and God has been converted in 
this Bible class. They have eventually 
joined church and become some of our 
most active members. 

Our Sunday school superintendent has 
served in the Intermediate Department 
for many years and is a Christian whom 
we all respect. His whole program cen- 
ters around the topic of salvation. It is 
interesting to note that he enjoys calling 
on a different young man to offer the 
opening prayer every Sunday, know- 
ing that we have many such young 
Christians who can pray and testify. 

The leaders in every department of 
our Sunday school are sincere Christians 
who take their work seriously. Making 
Jesus Christ real in the lives of the chil- 
dren and young people results in a will- 
ingness on their part to give generously. 
Our missionary collection is large. Then 
we have a Sunday when we give fruit 
for the hospital. Then there are baskets 
to fill at holiday time. Whatever the 
call, the pupils respond well. We have 
a flourishing, enthusiastic Sunday school, 
in which the members know that Jesus 
Christ died to save them. They know 
they will inherit eternal life, for they 
have been born again. 


MrT. VERNON, N. Y. 
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Increasing Enrollment 
and Attendance 


By Mrs. J. D. Brehaut 


HEN the question of how to in- 

crease our attendance was carefully 
considered, a committee of two was ap- 
pointed to make plans to boost attend- 
ance and interest. Our school adopted 
the plan suggested by the committee, and 
has been using an airplane contest with 
good results in attendance, enrollment, 
and offerings, and it has also increased 
the church attendance. 

This plan is not taken from a Sunday 
school supply house catalogue, but pre- 
pared with very little expense and work 
by our superintendent and his assistant 
to carry out the proposed scheme. 

Our school launched this plan on Rally 
Day. The committee made and placed 
along the railing of the balcony in 
the church schoql auditorium a strip 
of muslin (unbleached) eighteen inches 
wide by four yards in length. At one 
end of the muslin a crayon drawing was 
made of our church, with the name un- 
der it, and at the other end was drawn 
a hangar with the name Los Angeles 
printed over it. The distance between 
our church and Los Angeles is calcu- 
lated at about 3,500 miles, making a 
grand total of seven thousand miles for 
the round trip. This distance is marked 
off into spaces representing a hundred 
miles each, and the principal cities are 
marked between. Marking the cities, 
however, is not absolutely necessary, but 
it helps to create and maintain interest. 

Two airplanes, one blue and the other 
red, were purchased from Woolworth’s, 
and were placed on separate wires 
stretched the full length and in front of 
the muslin. The committee previously 
had gathered data from class records, 
taking into consideration the attendance 
and offerings of the different classes dur- 
ing the previous six months. Accord- 
ingly, the school was divided by classes 
and departments, under the two planes, 
the red and blue, for the airplane trip 
to Los Angeles and return. 

On the red plane were enrolled the 
Men’s Brotherhood, Women’s Bible Class, 
Sorelli Class, Junior, and Beginners De- 
partments. 

On the blue plane were enrolled the 
Alpha Delta Class, Baracca Class, Junior 
Baracca Class, Primary, and Nursery De- 
partments. 

Each plane has a pilot, and a co-pilot, 
whose duty it is to observe the weak 
points manifested on his side, and try 
to remedy such before the following 
Sunday. 

Careful statistics are made each Sun- 
day and announced at the closing ses- 
sion of the school. The planes are then 
moved into position, and the number of 
miles each plane has made is marked 
on the cloth, mention also being made of 
the city or cities they are near. 

The progress of the planes is based on 
the following points: attendance at 
church two miles; Sunday school attend- 
ance, three miles; visitors, five miles; 
offering, one-half mile, for each cent, or 
fifty miles for each dollar. Visitors be- 
come enrolled members of the school 
after an attendance of three successive 
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at school. They wished to get these facts 
before those who do not know that the 
Bible is true, and it was finally decided 
to do this by means of a debate. The 
question was stated, “Resolved: that ful- 
filled prophecy is the best proof that 
the Bible is the Word of God.” 

The affirmative speakers took (1) 
Prophecies fulfilled in the life of Christ, 
(2) Prophecies fulfilled concerning the 
ancient city of Tyre, and (3) Prophecies 
fulfilled concerning the Jews. 

The “negative” speakers, — those who 
attempted to show that other arguments 
beside fulfilled prophecy might be used, 
—took (1) The scientific accuracy of 
the Bible, (2) The effect of the Bible on 
the lives of its readers, and (3) We know 
God wrote the Bible because no one 
else either could have or would have. 
The team has so far given this debate in 
six different communities, and in every 
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case there has been fine attendance and 
interest. In each case people who did 
not attend Sunday school and who said 
they did not believe the Bible were 
asked to be judges. At least one such 
man now attends regularly and has defi- 
nitely confessed Christ. It is a joy to 
see how much more concerned the teams 
are to get unsaved people to come and 
hear than they are about which side wins 
the debate. 

Finally, we seek to care for the spir- 
itual life of our school by continuing to 
pray for our pupils after they are saved, 
by keeping in close contact with them 
so as to be able to help them, by teach- 
ing them the Bible and how to learn it 
for themselves, by teaching them to pray, 
and by keeping them as busy as possible 
serving our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 














Successful Plans from Many Schools 


These articles were among the many submitted in the prize contest for Sunday 
school method articles conducted by The Sunday School Times. While they 
did not win prizes, they are well worth the attention of Sunday school workers. 











Memorizing Scripture 
By Mrs. Fred Fisher 


HE spiritual life of our school is 
cared for and deepened by a definite 
system. First, in the opening exer- 
cises we stress the desirability of each 
member of the Sunday school owning a 
Bible, and bringing it to Sunday school. 
Every Sunday we mention the daily 
reading of the Bible, and classes are en- 
couraged to keep a chart, recording the 
daily reading of each pupil. The child 
who fails in his Bible reading one day 
has no record for that week. 

Daily prayer is also stressed, first, for 
each child’s list of unsaved relatives or 
friends (no one but the child himself 
knows who is on his list); second, for 
the missionary that our church helps 
support. Daily prayer is also urged for 
daily guidance and care. We try to 
make this daily Bible study and prayer 
very important in our discussions in the 
opening exercises. 

The next item in our plan for the 
deeper spiritual life of our school is our 
outline of Scripture memory work. This 
Scripture memorizing takes a prominent 
place in the opening exercises. The out- 
line for the Beginners and Primary De- 
partments includes John 3:16, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Exodus 20:7, and other passages 
suitable for this age group. The outline 
for memory work continues up through 
the other departments. It is in the Junior 
Department that we lay the foundation 
for the spiritual life of the child by 
including in the outline a great number 


of Scripture passages that tell what we’ 


must do to be saved. We stress this so 
much by emphasis and by repetition that 
I believe every child understands thor- 
oughly what he must do to be saved, 
and knows it as definitely as he will ever 
know it. 


In the Intermediate and Senior De- 





partments the Scripture memorizing is 
along the line of growth in grace, and 
is planned to develop Christian charac- 
ter, Christian ideals, and Christian con- 
duct. 

In addition to stressing the daily Bible 
reading and daily prayer, a relatively 
long time in the opening exercises is 
allowed for the Scripture memorizing. 
The certainty of the results rests on 
nothing less than the promise, “My word 

. Shall not return unto me void.” 

ROSEBURG, OREG. 


Acknowledging Good Work 
By J. B. Lobb 


ITH twenty-three years as super- 

intendent, and over fifty-three 
years of Sunday school work and 
experience, I would say that to hold 
boys and girls in the school we must 
give them something to do, and then give 
them credit for doing it. That was my 
object during the years it was my priv- 
ilege tc be appointed superintendent of 
a growing school. 

We studied methods in operation in 
other schools and states, and decided on 
this plan: to mark three things each 
Sunday, (1) attendance, (2) lesson 
studied, and (3) offering. If the pupil 
was on time, a full mark was given; 
if late, half a mark only. If the lesson 
assigned was studied, a full mark, if 
part, half a mark only. If an offering 
was given, the pupil had a full mark; 
if none, no mark. Three marks could 
be secured each Sunday, and thirty-nine 
in the quarter. If thirty marks were 
secured, we gave a quarterly mark of 
merit, the names being read out to the 
school. If four quarterly credits were 
obtained in the year the pupil would 
get credit under the Robert Raikes sys- 
tem of awards. 


February 11, 1939 


We found that it stimulated prompt 
and faithful attendance and a home 
preparation of lessons, and that it was 
a great stimulus in giving offerings. The 
annual award was always of much inter- 
est and was eagerly awaited by teachers 
and scholars. We also had the names 
sent to the daily press after the honors 
on Sunday. 

Children and grown-ups all alike ap- 
preciate recognition. 

CLINTON, ONT. 
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Keeping Up Attendance 
By Mabel Randolph 


UR resourceful superintendent of the 
Primary and Beginners Department 
introduced a simple system to over- 
come the dropping out of boys and girls. 
Each pupil, upon arrival, had a blue 
ribbon pinned on. The ribbon had a 
white star painted upon it, and the word 
“Starlight” was printed just below. 

When the pupil had been present two 
Sundays the Starlight badge was re- 
moved and a red ribbon substituted. The 
red ribbon had a white moon painted 
on it, and below was printed the word 
“Moonbeam” in white. 

When the pupil as a Moonbeam had 
been present two Sundays, this red 
badge was removed and a white ribbon 
with a golden sun and the word “Sun- 
beam” was pinned on. 

The pupil wore this white badge as 
long as he did not miss attending Sun- 
day school. 

If the pupil was absent one Sunday 
he was given a Moonbeam badge in 
place of the Sunbeam. Then if he was 
away another Sunday his red badge was 
removed and a blue ribbon substituted, 
thus making him a Starlight. By regu- 
lar attendance he could soon climb from 
Starlight to Moonbeam, and then to Sun- 
beam again. 

Three teachers were appointed to meet 
each child as he came and to place and 
remove badges, according to the record 
of all pupils. 

The dropping out of boys and girls 
was very much overcome, and regular 
attendance tripled. The attendance did 
not reach over sixty, but this was owing 
to the nine-year-olds being promoted to 
the Junior Department, and to the fact 
that many families are often moving 
away. 


COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. 


A Superintendent Who 


Encouraged 
By Mrs. Ernest H. Planck 


HE first great encouragement in Sun- 

day school work came to me as a 
very new and inexperienced teacher. 
Sincerely desiring to do the Lord’s work, 
I was given a class of nine-year-old girls, 
little realizing the tremendous changes 
in my life which this new responsibility 
entailed. As I looked into their eager 
and innocent young faces week after 
week, and saw them beginning to love 
me enough to pattern their manners and 
ways after my own, a sense of my own 
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unpreparedness and unfitness quite 
overwhelmed me and I was ready to 
resign as teacher. The encouragement 
came from our understanding superin- 
tendent, who expressed so openly his 
belief that God could and would use 
me in Sunday school work. He did not 
stress the importance of the things I had 
done or that I was doing at that time, as 
unfitting me to teach. He emphasized 
the grace of God: His enabling power to 
cleanse and to use various personalities. 
His strong faith in God’s power and love 
and guidance, and His acceptance of 
“even me,” and of my sincerity of purpose, 
made a Sunday school teacher of me, 
and for thirty-two years I have rejoiced 
in such work. Criticism or lack of un- 
derstanding on the part of that superin- 
tendent would surely have driven me 
away from Sunday school and farther 
into the things of the world which so 
charmed me at that time. 

In the later years of teaching, the 
greatest encouragement to carry on 
comes naturally from seeing the useful 
lives of those pupils who passed through 
my class or department; seeing the boys 
enter the ministry and medical or mis- 
sionary work; seeing the girls presiding 
over God-fearing homes; watching char- 
acter develop under trial. Is there any 
greater reward for a Sunday school 
teacher? 

One particular instance of encourage- 
ment came at the Christmas season a 
year ago in the gift of a five-dollar bill 
from a past member who had found soul 
satisfaction, rescue from suicide, friends 
in time of need, and the blessings of fel- 
lowship and service. It came as a thank 
offering to be used by our class for help- 
ing some other desperate person to safer 
ground. Would it not seem, then, that 
the very greatest encouragement we can 
give to our fellow men is first, our firm 
faith in God’s love and power; next, 
trusting them and giving them sympa- 
thetic understanding, and meeting their 
immediate need, whatever that may be? 

Some wise Christian has said, “How 
vastly more important it is to do the will 
of the Lord than the work of the*Lord.” 
Every one who is really doing the Lord’s 
will is surely thereby furthering his 
work as well, and encouraging younger 
Christians to undertake some specific 
service for him. 

Mostr“eE, ALA. 
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The Pastor’s Part 
By Esther S. Cornell 


TRANGERS entering our church for 

the first time have commented on 
the spiritual atmosphere that is at once 
apparent to them. One feels it in Sun- 
day school as much as in church. 

The reason for this is that our pastor 
is a man who exalts Jesus Christ and 
preaches as though the Lord were sit- 
ting in the rear balcony listening to 
every word. A minister who has served 
in one church for thirty-three years and 
can fill it at every service, and can keep 
the church out of debt, and build up 
every department to a flourishing con- 
dition, of course achieves a spiritual life 
in the Sunday school. Our pastor does 
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all this and he keeps his standards high 
for his officers and teachers. Only 
teachers are chosen who are sincere 
Christians. They are not appointed un- 
til our pastor is certain that they meas- 
ure up to his qualifications. 

Beginning with the kindergarten, our 
pupils are taught the way of salvation. 
The main aim of every teacher is to 
lead his or her class to Jesus Christ, and 
lessons are taught with that end in 
view. In the spring of the year a Sun- 
day is set aside as “decision day,” and 
it is a heartening sight to see the chil- 
dren file up to the altar in open con- 
fession of their Saviour. 

We have a very unusual group of 
young people from the ages of fourteen 
up to thirty, who meet every Sunday 
afternoon for further Bible study and 
prayer and testimony. Some of this 
group is formed into a Gospel band, and 
they go to other churches Sunday eve- 
nings to hold services. In the spring 
of the year this same group holds street 
meetings. Another activity they are 
interested in is tract distribution, which 
is done early Sunday mornings before 
church. 

Despite the fact that our pastor 
preaches two sermons on Sunday, he 
still finds time to teach a Bible class of 
seven hundred men or more, every Sun- 
day morning. The men are divided into 
groups, under a captain, and each side 
strives to keep up their attendance, as 
well as secure new members. It is not 
unusual to have one thousand men in 
attendance at this Bible class. 

Every Sunday morning, regularly, be- 
fore the class meets, a group of Christian 
men gather in a room for prayer. It is 
this tarrying with the Lord in interces- 
sion that has built up the class and made 
it successful. Also, much credit is due 
to earnest Christian men who have spent 
many hours weekly calling on absent or 
indifferent members. The Lord always 
rewards such faithfulness as this. Many 
a man who originally was indifferent to 
church and God has been converted in 
this Bible class. They have eventually 
joined church and become some of our 
most active members. 

Our Sunday school superintendent has 
served in the Intermediate Department 
for many years and is a Christian whom 
we all respect. His whole program cen- 
ters around the topic of salvation. It is 
interesting to note that he enjoys calling 
on a different young man to offer the 
opening prayer every Sunday, know- 
ing that we have many such young 
Christians who can pray and testify. 

The leaders in every department of 
our Sunday school are sincere Christians 
who take their work seriously. Making 
Jesus Christ real in the lives of the chil- 
dren and young people results in a will- 
ingness on their part to give generously. 
Our missionary collection is large. Then 
we have a Sunday when we give fruit 
for the hospital. Then there are baskets 
to fill at holiday time. Whatever the 
call, the pupils respond well. We have 
a flourishing, enthusiastic Sunday school, 
in which the members know that Jesus 
Christ died to save them. They know 
they will inherit eternal life, for they 
have been born again. 


MrT. VERNON, N. Y. 
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Increasing Enrol!ment 
and Attendance 


By Mrs. J. D. Brehaut 


HEN the question of how to in- 

crease our attendance was carefully 
considered, a committee of two was ap- 
pointed to make plans to boost attend- 
ance and interest. Our school adopted 
the plan suggested by the committee, and 
has been using an airplane contest with 
good results in attendance, enrollment, 
and offerings, and it has also increased 
the church attendance. 

This plan is not taken from a Sunday 
school supply house catalogue, but pre- 
pared with very little expense and work 
by our superintendent and his assistant 
to carry out the proposed scheme. 

Our school launched this plan on Rally 
Day. The committee made and placed 
along the railing of the balcony in 
the church schoql auditorium a strip 
of muslin (unbleached) eighteen inches 
wide by four yards in length. At one 
end of the muslin a crayon drawing was 
made of our church, with the name un- 
der it, and at the other end was drawn 
a hangar with the name Los Angeles 
printed over it. The distance between 
our church and Los Angeles is calcu- 
lated at about 3,500 miles, making a 
grand total of seven thousand miles for 
the round trip. This distance is marked 
off into spaces representing a hundred 
miles each, and the principal cities are 
marked between. Marking the cities, 
however, is not absolutely necessary, but 
it helps to create and maintain interest. 

Two airplanes, one blue and the other 
red, were purchased from Woolworth’s, 
and were placed on separate wires 
stretched the full length and in front of 
the muslin. The committee previously 
had gathered data from class records, 
taking into consideration the attendance 
and offerings of the different classes dur- 
ing the previous six months. Accord- 
ingly, the school was divided by classes 
and departments, under the two planes, 
the red and blue, for the airplane trip 
to Los Angeles and return. 

On the red plane were enrolled the 
Men’s Brotherhood, Women’s Bible Class, 
Sorelli Class, Junior, and Beginners De- 
partments. 

On the blue plane were enrolled the 
Alpha Delta Class, Baracca Class, Junior 
Baracca Class, Primary, and Nursery De- 
partments. 

Each plane has a pilot, and a co-pilot, 
whose duty it is to observe the weak 
points manifested on his side, and try 
to remedy such before the following 
Sunday. 

Careful statistics are made each Sun- 
day and announced at the closing ses- 
sion of the school. The planes are then 
moved into position, and the number of 
miles each plane has made is marked 
on the cloth, mention also being made of 
the city or cities they are near. 

The progress of the planes is based on 
the following points: attendance at 
church two miles; Sunday school attend- 
ance, three miles; visitors, five miles; 
offering, one-half mile, for each cent, or 
fifty miles for each dollar. Visitors be- 
come enrolled members of the school 
after an attendance of three successive 
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Sundays. 
five miles. 

The results are indeed gratifying, and 
the enthusiasm is keen. A steady growth 
has resulted, which we have every rea- 
son to believe will be permanent. Many 
adult members who have not attended 
our school since childhood are now re- 
enlisted as regular members. Many 
young scholars have been brought into 
the school, and they greatly enjoy the 
privileges of the Sunday school. 

For two months our school showed an 
increase in attendance from an average 
of 67 to 98. The church attendance has 
also increased about twenty-five per 
cent. The offerings show a marked in- 
crease, from an average of $3.57 to an 
average of $10.25, or an increase of 
nearly three hundred per cent. 

The plane, of course, reaching the 
home church first is declared the winner. 
The losing side then entertains the win- 
ning side as their guests at supper. 

New Hartrorp, N. Y. 


we 


How Phillis Was Saved 
By Anna Molaska 


URING a time of revival in our Sun- 

day school I felt that it was time 
to bring Phillis to the Lord, I had spoken 
about salvation to my class, so she had 
some understanding of what it meant. 
The following conversation occurred: 


“Phillis, wouldn’t you like to be saved, 
so that when you died, you would go 
to Heaven?” 

“Yes, I would.” 

“You know where you would go if 
not saved?” 


New members count twenty- 


“Yes, to hell.” 
“Do you want to go there?” 
“No.” 


“The only way to keep from going to 
hell is to get saved. The question now 
is, how do you get saved?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“Do you know what it is that makes 
you unsaved and keeps you out of 
Heaven?” 

“My sins.” 

“Do you know how to get rid of your 
sins?” 

“N6.”” 

“What do you do when your hands are 
dirty?” 

“Wash them.” 

“What do you do when your heart is 
dirty and stained with sin? How do 
you get it clean — and washed?” 

*“T don’t know.” 

“Now I am going to show you how, 
in my Bible.” (I opened my Bible to 
1 John 1.) “Read the last part of the 
seventh verse.” 

“The blood of Jesus Christ his son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” 

“Now, how are your sins washed 
away?” 

“With the blood of Jesus.” 

“How do you get him to wash your 
sins away with his blood?” 

“Ask him to.” 

“Yes, and more than that. 
first part of the ninth verse.” 

“If we confess our sins —” 

“Now, what must you do to get rid 
of your sins?” 


Read the 
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Confess them.” 

Then Phillis repented of her sins and 
asked the Lord Jesus to forgive her, re- 
peating the words after me. 

“Now you have asked Jesus to forgive 
your sins—you have done your part. 
What does Jesus do? Read the second 
part of the ninth verse.” 

“He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” 

“Has Jesus forgiven your sins, and are 
you saved?” 

The light dawned upon her and she 
looked up at me with a radiant face. 
“Yes,” she said. And we both praised 
the Lord Jesus for saving her. 

KENOSHA, WIs. 
we 


Training Our Teachers 
By Isaac R. Diller 


HOSE who have read the story of the 
~ ives of William and Catherine Booth 
and the appeal of the “Submerged 
Tenth” to the hearts of these godly serv- 
ants of God, when severing their con- 
nection with the Wesleyan Church of 
which he was a pastor to better serve the 
unchurched masses, will remember the 
incident of his taking a friend through 
the London slums to show the need of 
reaching them with different methods, 
and this friend asking him, “Where do 
you think you can secure the workers 
to assist you?” From the door of a pub- 
lic house, or saloon, came a crowd of 
swearing, fighting men, and pointing to 
them, William Booth replied, “We will 
get them from men like those, redeemed 
by the power of God.” 

A similar problem confrented the rap- 
idly growing Third Presbyterian Sunday 
School. “Where can teachers be secured 
for the constantly increasing additions?” 
Here was certainly a real problem to 
be met. Some critics said that young 
people with no experience were being 
used as teachers, and even boys and 
girls only a little older than the scholars 
they were supposed to teach. But “where 
there’s a will, there’s a way” soon 
brought about a plan for teacher train- 
ing. On Wednesday evenings, from 6.45 
to 7.45, — before the time for the regular 
mid-week prayer service,—the young 
teachers could gather and study the com- 
ing Sunday school lesson, and to that 
were gradually added the courses rec- 
ommended for preparing competent 
teachers. Additional studies in the Bible 
were added, and those attending who 
had school studies to prepare at the end 
of the hour, could go home and others 
could remain for the regular devotional 
meeting. 

So the Teacher Training and Bible In- 
stitute is now an institution of the 
church and holds three terms, from the 
first uf October to the last of June, with 
graduating exercises, when those who 
have completed the necessary work in 
the required twelve courses receive 
diplomas. Those who continue studies 
are given seals on their diplomas in 
recognition of their advanced work. 
Three such graduations have been held, 
and over a hundred now hold diplomas, 
so the taunts of untrained workers are 
no longer appropriate in referring to the 


February 11, 1939 


two hundred teachers and officers of the 
Third Presbyterian Church. 

To illustrate the impression of one com- 
petent judge, a few years ago the presi- 
dent of one of the largest State Teachers’ 
Colleges in Pennsylvania visited our 
school and attended a large adult Bible 
class, and remarked on the fine teaching 
to which he had listened. “In what 
school does that lady teach?” he asked, 
and was surprised to learn she was em- 
ployed in a watch factory and had never 


_ had even a high school training. 


Every four years a series of depart- 
mental lessons is given, which every 
teacher in each department is supposed 
to attend. It is conducted by the depart- 
ment superintendent, and the special 
problems of the department are care- 
fully considered. 

Community institutes are held in many 
places for a week, with two sessions each 
evening, for which certificates are given 
toward a teacher’s diploma. But in our 
course thirteen periods are provided of 
three months’ duration, with nine 
months during the year. When three 
hundred are enrolled in such institutes 
in an entire community it is considered 
quite a success, but this is about the 
enrollment in our one church, which 
we consider very satisfactory. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 





Information on the fine courses offered by 
the Evangelical Teacher Training Association 
may be obtained from the Secretary, Clarence 
H. Benson, Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 

ve 


A National Revival Crusade 


N THE meetings being conducted in 

many parts of America by Dr. Paul 
W. Rood, President of the World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association, as part 
of the nation-wide campaign to which 
the Association has called Dr. Rood, the 
following cards are used and a most en- 
couraging response has been made to 
their distribution. 








WORLD'S CHRISTIAN 
FUNDAMENTALS ASSOCIATION 


Paul W. Rood, D.D., President 
341 Kenneth Road, Glendale, Calif. 
National Crusade 
Objective: One million praying daily 
for a Nation-wide Revival. 

God helping me, I promise to: 
1—Pray daily for a nation-wide 

PEUIVE. oi siceles cos Foe saa oO 


2.—Read at least one chapter 
from the Bible daily. ........ oO 


3.—Establish a family altar in my 
PIO UNN reais ere soet Wins er ect cin oo oO 


4.—Do my part to evangelize the 
world in a decade. .......... oO 


5.—Recognize my responsibility 
as a steward of God, and set 
aside a definite portion of my 
income for the Lord’s work... [J] 
Jer. 32:17 - Jer. 33:3. 

Name 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














China.—Dr. McClure writes of a 

tedious railway journey to Han- 
kow. The train was traveling north 
toward the danger zone. The weather 
was rainy and dismal, and the passen- 
gers very gloomy till a group of young 
‘women began singing, heartening all in 
the car. They were Christian nurses 
who had worked through the bombard- 
ment of Soochow and other places, nurs- 
ing the wounded and caring for the 
refugees. Now they were moving up to 
another danger zone, singing as they 
went. 

Miss Tseng was a volunteer Bible 
woman in Nanking with lovely home 
and independent income. She was 
obliged to flee to Chenyuan, where she 
found refuge in a room over a stable, 
ill-smelling and noisy. She asked the 
Lord to help her not to notice her sur- 
roundings. He did. When the noise of 


(C'cuina- Christians in Suffering 


horses awakened her she began think- ‘ 


ing of the Lord, born in a stable. How 
much better off was she with window 
and bed! “I was above the stable, one 
class higher than the Lord! Praise his 
name!” 

In one Chinese city last Christmas the 


‘China Bible House made a lighted win- 
.dow display with a Bible opened to Luke 
2, and appropriate Christmas texts in 


Chinese scrolls and with a beautiful rep- 
resentation of the Nativity. When the 


Japanese army entered town at night 


all shops with the exception of the Bible 


‘House were closed and windows bolted. 


The Nativity portrayal with its colorful 
decorations contrasted sharply with the 
cold, cheerless surroundings. Many in- 


coming Japanese, both soldiers and offi- 
.cers, smiled and nodded recognition as 


they marched past. ° 

The ministry of Christian missionaries 
has told on unexpected places and per- 
sons. The Communist General Chu Teh 
issues this statement: 

“The Eighth Route Army expresses its 
thanks and gratitude for the kindness 
and help rendered to China by foreign 
missionaries during her war of resis- 
tance, and especially to those nurses and 
doctors who work under great difficulties 
and dangers. It means not only a great 
deal to the Chinese army, but is also a 
tremendous service to Chinese refugees 
and people. The Eighth Route Army 
has no prejudice against missionaries. 


“On the contrary, we welcome them.” 


A rising tide of missionary interest 
among British students is reported by 
Hugh Evan Hopkins. At the missionary 
meeting of the last Keswick Convention, 
550 young people rose to intimate their 
willingness to answer the call of mis- 


‘sions. A fair proportion of them were 


students, members of the Cambridge 
University Camp, the Scottish Univer- 


‘sities’ House Party, and other student 
: groups. 


The Misses Cable and French, who 
have visited universities under the 
auspices of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 
“believe that the tide is on the turn and 
that within a few years there will be 
no lack of interest or recruits.” Fifty- 
seven Inter-Varsity Fellowship men 
have gone out this year, which brings 
the number up to 457 from the Fellow- 
ship on the foreign field, 134 of them 
being from Cambridge University. A 
strong team of former Inter-Varsity Fel- 
lowship men, now in mission work, will 
in 1939 tour the universities. Among 
them are Archdeacon Pits-Pits, Cecil 
Verity, P. J. Brazier, all of Ruanda; Dr. 
Leigh Ashton of Kenya; Desmond Guin- 
ness of China; Dr. Geoffrey Lehmann; 
Evan Hopkins of India; and Martin Par- 
sons of the Church Mission to the Jews 
in Poland. 

The Fourth International Conference 
of Evangelical Students will be held in 
Cambridge, Eng., June 27 to July 3, 1939. 
The general subject will be “Christ Our 
Freedom.” Residential accommodations 
for members have been arranged in four 
of the colleges. The conference is open 
to all present members of universities, 
to members of university staffs, and to a 
limited number of graduates associated 
with work in universities. The cost 
is thirty-five shillings plus a booking 
fee of two shillings sixpence; the secre- 
tary is Dr. Douglas Johnson, who may 
be addressed at the Inter-Varsity Fel- 
lowship, 39 Bedford Square, London, 
W. C. 1, Eng. , 


A Holy Land Garden at the Western 
World’s Fair, San Francisco, will con- 
tain more than a hundred trees, shrubs, 
and plants of Biblical mention, — thus 
olives of Mt. Olivet, Lebanon, and Gali- 
lee, the date palm, acacias, plane trees, 
and pomegranates, an Eastern symbol of 
life and fertility. There will be almonds, 
figtrees, vines; also “bitter herbs” men- 
tioned to Moses (Exod. 12:8) in connec- 
tion with the Passover,—water cress, 
endive, lettuce, and chicory. 

Fragrant, pungent, and spicy plants 
with Biblical background will be here, 
—hyssop, thyme, rosemary, lavender, 
anise, cummin, rue, cassia, mustard, 
leeks, onions, garlic. The carob, which 
is identified as “the husks that the swine 
did eat,’ will also find place in the 
Garden. 

Barley, wheat, flax, and rice,—the 
papyrus antiquorum, or bulrush, that 
sheltered Moses in his watery cradle, 
the arundo donazx, “the measuring reed” 
of Holy Writ, camphire, coriander, lilies, 
myrtle, and finally Christ’s Thorn 
(Paliurus aculeatus), and many another 
growing thing with definite line of iden- 
tification back to Biblical times and 
scenes, will be installed on Treasure 
Island. 

Interpretations will be given of the 
ancient uses of the plants in the Garden. 


Congo Prayers.—Miss Engwall of Kim- 
pese describes in the Congo News Letter 
the development of prayer life among 
Congolese women. She asked her Sun- 
day school women to write down the 
prayers which they use. The first thing 
in the morning this prayer is offered 
by one: 

Our Lord God, we thank thee 

For keeping us safely throughout the night 
We were asleep like the dead. 

We knew nothing. 

But in thy love we awoke 

With renewed health and strength. 

We want you to go out with us 

And keep us daytime as at night. Amen. 

The following evening prayer is taught 

by Congo mothers to their children: 

My eyes I am going to close. 

God, you are the soldier [guard] in my 
heart. 

Take away sorrow, fear, and evil. 

The angels will obey you, O God, 

Safely keep me through the night. Amen. 

Many women kneel by their hoe and , 
pray before they begin their day’s work 
in their garden. Some “hoeing prayers” 
are given, thus: 

Father be with me now as I begin to hoe. 
You have planned that by working and 


perspiring people receive their food. 
Amen. 


Be with me today as I work together with 
you. 

Hear me, I pray, in thy name. Amen. 

Dear Lord God, 

Now that I am going to work with my hoe, 


Turn away from my garden all prowling 
evil. 


Also give me strength to do my work well. 
Amen. 

“My Life in Ireland” is the title of a 
little book by John Devine, who has 
“escaped” from Roman Catholicism. He 
gives many acute and original criticisms 
of Roman teaching together with pic- 
tures of personal experience as a boy 
in Roman institutions. For almost nine- 
teen years he has been preaching to 
Irish Romanists in American cities. 
Long continued speaking on the streets 
of New York has so weakened his lungs, 
bringing on severe hemorrhages, that he 
has been obliged to retreat to a better 
climate in Walton, N. Y. Here he is 
pastoring rural, abandoned churches. Of 
the church at Northfield, N. Y., he writes 
me: “It has a membership of seventy- 
five, three-fourths young people, and all 
saved. The people I minister to are 
unable to pay a pastor, but the Christian 
Mission to Churchless Communities 
helps me with a small sum each month, 
as part-time missionary working among 
prisoners at the county jail, eighteen 
miles away.” 

He also writes me of a recent occur- 
rence. “While riding on the Erie to 
New York I stepped into the diner for 
a sandwich and noticed four priests at a 
sumptuous meal. Apart from the waiter 
there were none other in the car. After 
dinner each lighted a cigarette. Now 
was my chance! 

“Approaching their table I said: 
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‘Gentlemen, all of you ought to be 
ashamed. The tips of your fingers are 
brown with nicotine. Do you really 
mean to tell me that the wafer you will 
handle tomorrow at Mass is the real 
body of our Lord Jesus Christ? Young 
people seeing the priest smoke naturally 
follow his example.’ 

“The oldest priest spoke up _ with, 
‘Smoking is not sinful.’ Here I gave 
them my testimony, quoting 2 Corinthi- 
ans 5:17, ‘If any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new.’ 

“This text startled them as I explained 
the necessity of being ‘in Christ’ as the 
only way of victory over appetites. How 
they listened as this text was quoted 
again and again, showing them the need 
of regeneration. 

“Never had I a more Spirit-convicted 
audience. For a half hour longer I 
spoke with them. Their ignorance of 
the Bible was amazing. Emphasizing 
Romans 5:1, ‘Therefore being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,’ I re- 
turned to my seat. When the train 
reached Jersey City I walked out with 
the youngest priest and had further con- 
versation with him about this verse. 
Looking me in the face appealingly he 
clasped my hand, saying, ‘God bless you, 
brother.’ I believe he saw the light.” 


An Historical Parallel.—The misery of 
Polish Jews in Germany, driven out of 
Germany and refused refuge in Poland, 
sent from frontier to frontier, back and 
forth, hungry and hopeless, makes one 
think of the Lord of Heaven sent bound 
from Sanhedrin to Pilate and from Pilate 
to Herod and from Herod back to Pilate 
on that cold Passover morning, after a 
sleepless and suffering night. No Nazi 
mob of Berlin or Vienna has been 
meaner and more unpitying than the 
hoarse Jewish mob which cried, “His 
blood be on us, and on our children.” 


President Quezon Speaks Out.—Relig- 
ious instruction in the common schools 
of the Philippines is optional. The Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy has attempted 
to make it compulsory, and their bill 
in the National Assembly has been 
vetoed by President Quezon, who re- 
bukes its authors in this fashion: 

“It seems that the Archbishop and the 
bishops are blind to the situation invari- 
ably created whenever church authori- 
ties have attempted to interfere in af- 
fairs of the state. They seem to have 
their eyes closed to the situation in 
Mexico and Spain. They seem to have 
forgotten the lesson every one should 
have learned from our own revolution 
against Spain (1896), which was caused 
by joint control of government affairs 
by religious orders and the civil author- 
ities of Spain.” 

After placing the public school build- 
ings at the disposal of all ministers of 
all churches on Saturdays and Sundays 
for religious instruction, he says: “If I 
were inclined to interfere in church af- 
fairs, as the Catholic bishops are at- 
tempting to do with the affairs of the 
State, I would tell them that it is their 
lack of Sunday schools and catechists to 
teach the Catholic religion that is mainly 
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responsible for the deplorable ignorance 
of their own religion that is found 
among Catholic youth. 

“It is forever settled that separation 
of church and state in this country shall 
be maintained as one of the cardinal 
tenets of our government.” 

The powers back of this move appear 
to be the Irish clergy, Archbishop 
Michael O’Doherty of Manila and Bishop 
James McClosky of Jaro. Assemblyman 
Aquino of Tarlac has said to them, “We 
are opposed to this bill because we do 
not desire to yield an inch in favor of 
the church beyond what is already rec- 
ognized.” 

It is ominous that only a presidential 
veto saved the public schools of the 
Philippines from falling into priestly 
eontrol. Another ominous note appears 
in The Message, the organ of the Asso- 
ciation of Baptists for Evangelism in the 
Orient (Oct., 1938): “The permit for 
the Azcarraga Street preaching services, 
where we have held evangelistic meet- 
ings nearly every day for the past ten 
years, has been cancelled. No reason is 
given by the police. They remain ada- 
mant. Political pressure was undoubt- 
edly brought to bear by the Archbishop 





The Bible in Japan 


A Christian shipowner in Osaka, 
Japan, wishing to commemorate the 
tenth anniversary of his conversion, 
ordered from the Bible Society five 
hundred nicely bound New Tes- 
taments, suitably inscribed for pre- 
sentation to his friends. As far as 
possible he employs Christian men 
on his ships. Another Christian 
business man, proprietor of a very 
successful match factory, celebrated 
the founding of his factory by pre- 
senting a copy of the New Testa- 
ment to each of his factory workers 
and also to each of the clerks in the 
municipal office of the town he lives 
in. For this purpose he obtained 
from the Society 500 New Testa- 
ments wrapped in a special presen- 
tation paper. 














of Manila who is said to own tremen- 
dous holdings of Manila real estate, in- 
cluding the San Miguel Breweries, one 
of the largest liquor producing plants 
in the Philippines.” 

Those who profit by the water of 
death are the natural enemies of the 
Water of Life. Norman MacPherson 
writes: “At least 200 decisions for Christ 
a month are made on one street corner 
of Manila where Baptist student teams 
proclaim the Gospel six nights a week.” 


Notes on Church Union—A hundred 
years ago Friedrich Wilhelm the Third 
sought to unite the Lutheran and Re- 
formed Churches into one Prussian 
Church. This so disturbed the peasants 
of Prussia that a considerable number 
of them emigrated to Australia, where 
they might live undisturbed by union- 
izers. This community now numbers a 
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hundred thousand, whose forbears came 
from Brandenburg, Pommern, Posen, 
Silesia, and Saxony. The emigrants 
were conscientious and capable persons, 
an undoubted loss to the Prussian nation. 
A writer of the time, after mentioning 
the strange fact that Prussia was accept- 
ing persecuted Protestants from the Ty- 
rol, yet making it impossible for her 
most loyal sons to remain in the Father- 
land, described a visit to the anti-union 
peasants as they were on the point of 
embarking from Hamburg,—no quar- 
reling, no swearing, evening and morn- 
ing worship, which even strangers were 
glad to attend! Now these Australian 
Lutherans are celebrating the centenary 
of their emigration. 

The Moravian Missionary prints a let- 
ter from one of their missionaries in 
Nicaragua. Mr. Weingarth ‘writes that 
“the Anglican Church and the Catholic 
Church are robbing us of our members. 
Brother Danneberger wrote to me last 
week that the Anglican minister had 
already re-baptized quite a few.” 

Anglican Thomas Fuller, speaking of 
seventeenth century discussions on 
church union between Presbyterians and 
Episcopalians, remarked wittily, “They 
make many motions with their mouths, 
but none with their feet.” This is the 
probable fate of contemporary discus- 
sions of the same subject. 


From the Excavations.—In a corridor 

of a recently excavated house in Pom- 
peii has been found a clear impression 
of a cross. This is interpreted as indi- 
cating that the Gospel was known in that 
city before its destruction in the year 
A. D. 79. 
’ The discovery of a Christian church 
in Dura, Mesopotamia, has laid bare 
what is probably the oldest portrait of 
Christ in existence. It is dated about 
two hundred years after Christ’s birth, 
and represents him healing the paralytic. 
Professor Wayzinger of Tuebingen, writ- 
ing in the Theologische Blaetter, points 
out that later portraits have long curls 
and approximate the pictures of Apollo. 
They were drawn in a world full of fan- 
tastic and symbolic representation of the 
divine. But in the Dura portrait all this 
Oriental suggestion is disregarded, and 
the human form of divinity is presented 
in the most simple and natural way. 
“Thus in the earliest days of Christianity 
it is clearly indicated how little Chris- 
tianity had to do with the decadent Ori- 
ental world.” 

The Quarterly of the Department of 
Antiquities in Palestine mentions the 
discovery of the old Roman road north 
of Acre (near Haifa). It is paved with 
small blocks of sandstone, and is seven 
meters in width. An inscription notes 
that this road between Acre and Antioch 
was built by the Emperor Nero. 


Salvation Army Literature in Japan. 
—The great publicist and author of the 
Army in Japan is Commissioner Yama- 
muro, who has published some sixty 
volumes and tracts in great number, of 
which over four million copies have 
been sold.. His books include devotional 
and books on holiness. Scriptural ex- 
positions, and a series of commentaries 
which ultimately will cover all the books 
of the Bible. But his most famous work 
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is “The Common People’s Gospel,” a 
simple but comprehensive manual of 
the Christian faith. More than 400,000 
copies have been issued, and the annual 
sale still averages 10,000. A Braille edi- 
tion and a Korean translation have also 
appeared. 

Hundreds of Japanese owe their con- 
version to the reading of this book, — 
students, business men, and men of all 
classes. Gamblers, drunkards, liquor- 
dealers, criminals of all -sorts owe to it 
their new life in Christ. Here a restau- 
rant keeper of loose morals studies it 
for a week and then in prayer receives 
forgiveness of sins. Such was the change 
in his life that when he was later elected 
mayor of his town, no one called him 
by his own name, but, “Christ’s mayor.” 
To many who were dying this book has 
brought hope in last hours. 

It is interesting to know that the “Or- 
ders and Regulations for Salvation Army 
Soldiers” has made a real appeal to 
Japanese business men. People with no 
connection with the army have made 
it their guide for daily living. Com- 
missioner Yamamuro, during a visit to 
New York, was asked to conduct several 
meetings with the sixty employees of 
the American branch of Messrs. Baron 
Morimura and Company, a very large 
business firm. On the desk of the act- 
ing manager he found a much-thumbed 
and much-marked copy of the Japanese 
edition of “Orders and Regulations for 
Soldiers.” He was told that the head of 
the branch, who had crossed the Pacific 
close on a hundred times, was a keen 
student of the book; he had secured a 
second copy and passed the old one on 
to his chief lieutenant with the remark, 
“If you accept the teaching of this little 
book you will not go far wrong as con- 
cerns either yourself or your business.” 
He himself was a warm friend of the 
Army, and before his recent death at 
the age of eighty bequeathed to the 
Army a large sum for the erection of 
a students’ hostel in Tokyo. 


The theory of Evolution as applied to 
origins is being abandoned on all sides: 
also its application historically to the 
future. The Continental correspondent 
of The British Weekly has to register the 
rise and “dominance” of eschatological 
thinking in the Evangelical Church of 
Germany, even though he considers it 
“a peril.” Thus in 1936 Niemoeller said 
to him, “All that the word human stands 
for means to me disillusion,” and another 
Christian leader added, “Your American 
persistence in believing in the possibil- 
ity of social redemption makes ecumeni- 
cal relations extremely difficult.” 

Professor Althaus of Erlangen is the 
author of a massive book on “The Last 
Things.” He, too, accuses Americans of 
over-exalting and over-estimating the 
social task of the Church and the leading 
pastor in one of Germany’s chief cities 
writes, “The world is brutality itself: it 
is evil and utterly unworthy.” 

“The Modern Mind” will soon find it- 
self in the place of the boy on the burn- 
ing deck whence all save him had fled. 
In an editorial on creeds the editors of 
The Christian Century speak of people 
who are “annoyed at the unexpected 
revivals of theological interest in our 
time. Creeds are again at the front of 
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the Church’s mind. Those who have 
been decrying doctrine and theology as 
indifferent or diverting considerations in 
religion, find it difficult to adjust them- 
selves to this new development. They 
had supposed that the long period of 
theological quiescence meant that Chris- 
tianity was at last emancipating itself 
from creeds and doctrines, and was on 
the way to become a purely ethical, or 
social, enterprise. ... 

“We believe that the Christian faith 
cannot live without a body of intelligent 
conviction. It cannot be defined in terms 
of humanitarian good will. ... The typi- 
cal liberal evangelical mind fails entirely 
to suggest the distinctively Christian re- 
lationship between Christ and the indi- 
vidual soul. That relationship cannot 
be stated in terms of human purpose 
but only in terms of divine gift.” 

These random sentences are common- 
places of Christian thought. Their ap- 
pearance on the editorial page of The 





A Martyr in Persia 





Roger C. Cumberland, Presby- 
terian missionary in Persia, has been 
martyred for the testimony of Christ. 
His service was devoted primarily 
to the Kurds and Yezidis, mountain 
tribes to whom his adventurous 
spirit was drawn. He made long 
trips among their villages, living 
with the people, eating their food, 
sleeping under their roofs, winning 
their confidence, and establishing 
among them Christian centers where- 
ever possible. He was fatally shot 
in his home by two Iraqui Moham- 
medans. It was in this very town 
of Dohuk, where he both preached 
the Gospel and lived the life of 
Christian kindness. Thus he re- 
placed the filthy water supply with 
water coming through 4000 feet of 
pipe which he laid. 

“We did not invent the Water of 
Life,” he wrote, ‘“‘any more than 
we made springs at the foot of the 
Kurdish mountains. We do not 
force it down the people’s throats, 
any more than we made our neigh- 
bors drink pute water. Neither com- 
pulsion nor advertising is needed. 
Pure water, both spiritual and phy- 
sical, is its own advocate. The need 
is to make it available and that is 
our work,” 


Now he has gone, this peaceful 
servant of Christ. 











Christian Century are but a sign of the 
time. Spinoza’s weather-vane thought it 
was moving of its own volition. Really 
it was but pointing out the prevailing 
wind. 


Set on Fire of Hell.—Other Lands, the 
missionary organ of the Church of Scot- 
land, has an account of a demon exor- 
cism in China. The article is headed 
“Casting Out of Devils?” with interroga- 


al 


tion mark, as if devils were a matter of 
doubt. “If ever any one was ever devil- 
possessed, that woman was. Mr. Na had 
no doubt of it, and his prayer was a 
definite, clear-cut request for faith to 
cast it out. It may have been the devil 
of hysteria, but if only that, why in this 
diabolical form?” So the writer balances 
theory and patent fact. 

“Mr. Na rose from his knees, and with 
great force and solemnity cried, ‘In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I com- 
mand thee to come out of her.’ The 
woman cowered for a second and then 
sprang forward like a fiend to reach 
him, but fell back limp and helpless. 
She revived again and cursed us, this 
time as Christians, dredging the depths 
of obscene epithets that chilled one’s 
blood to think that human lips could 
give shape to such ideas. Such a tongue 
must, in James’ phrase, have been ‘set 
on fire of hell.’ 

“We sang a hymn, two, three, six 
hymns, one after another, ‘Jesus is our 
Shepherd,’ ‘I need thee every hour,’ each 
hymn more softly than the other. By 
the time that last line had died away 
the woman had ceased to struggle and 
lay quietly on the kang.” 


Brief Notes.—Colporteurs in Bavaria 
report that they do not meet so much 
opposition as formerly, and attribute this 
to the fact that wide distribution of 
Bibles by the German Catholic Bible 
Movement has familiarized people with 
the idea of Bible reading. . . . The Pales- 
tine Crown Colony and Dominion Asso- 
ciation has been formed to convert Pal- 
estine into a British Crown Colony and 
eventually into a Dominion of the Brit- 
ish Empire. . Jerusalem has just 
opened a new million dollar post office 
and a $300,000 automatic telephone ex- 
change. ... M. Lanctin, evangelizing in 
Northern New Brunswick, is appealed to 
for instruction. The letters read: “Be 
sure to bring the police with you. Other- 
wise your life won't be safe” (that is, 
from Catholic mobs). ... The late Sir 
Robert Williams, copper magnate, de- 
clared that he owed his knowledge of 
the vast mineral deposits of Katanga to 
F. S. Arnot, the pioneer of the Garan- 
ganze Mission. He says Arnot could 
have made millions had he chosen to 
stake out mineral claims in that coun- 
try, but that he would not turn aside 
from his work. of prospecting for eternal 
souls. ... An analysis of all textbooks 
used in the public schools of Vermont 
a century ago has been made by the 
New England Fellowship and compared 
with one of present-day schoolbooks. 
The old reading books contained from 
75 to 100 per cent of religious matter. 
Today’s books have far more material 
regarding the gods of Greece, Rome, and 
Scandinavia than concerning the true 
God. In none was there even a refer- 
ence to Christ. ... Mention is made of 
a Navajo Indian woman who was con- 
verted in Arizona and afterward taken 
East where she saw for the first time 
skyscrapers and other strange sights, 
among them multitudes of half-hearted 
Christians. When she was asked what 
impressed her most she replied, “The 
great number of white men and women 
who are trying to live the Christian life 
without being born again.” 
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LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 26. PETER IN SAMARIA 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 8 : 4-25; printed text, Acts 8: 14-25 


Golden Text.—Come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.—Isa. 55: 1 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 8:14-25 
KiInG JAMES VERSION 

Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent 
unto them Peter and John: 

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that 
they might receive the Holy Ghost: 

16 (For as yet he was falien upon none of them: only they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghost. 

18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I 
lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 

20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, be- 
cause thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased 
with money. 

21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God. 

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if 
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles that were at Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them 
Peter and John: 15 who, when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit: 16 for as yet 
it was fallen upon none of them: only they had been baptized 
into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when 
Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the 
1Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 saying, Give 
me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay my hands, he may 
receive the Holy Spirit. 20 But Peter said unto him, Thy silver 
perish with thee, because thou hast thought to obtain the gift 
of God with money. 21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this 
2matter: for thy heart is not right before God. 22 Repent there- 
fore of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the 
thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. 23 For I see that 
thou *art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. 
24 And Simon answered and said, Pray ye for me to the Lord, 
that none of the things which ye have spoken come upon me. 

25 They therefore, when they had testified and spoken the 
word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and ‘preached the 
gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 





23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in 


the bond of iniquity. 


24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, 
that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me. 
25 And they, when they had testified and preached the word 
of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in 


many villages of the Samaritans. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE on-rolling tide of blessing has 
progressed exactly as outlined by 
the Lord himself. The message was 
to be proclaimed, first in Jerusalem, then 
Judea, and next Samaria. Later it must 
go out to the Gentiles, even unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth. It was 
Philip the deacon, not Philip the apos- 
tle, who first carried the glad evangel 
of the grace of God to the despised 
Samaritan people, among whom, how- 
ever, our Lord had ministered on vari- 
ous occasions in the days of his flesh. 
This had undoubtedly been the means 
of preparing many of the Samaritans to 
give heed to Philip’s ministry. He was 
used in a singularly mighty way, for 
as he preached Christ the people “with 
one accord gave heed unto those things” 
which he spoke. Miraculous works of 
power attested the oral proclamation, 
and the result was that many believed 
and were baptized by Philip. 

However, the Pentecostal gift of the 
Spirit was not granted to these Samari- 
tan converts immediately. They came 
of a schismatic group who were intensely 
jealous of their own claims to being the 
chosen people, as were the Jews to the 
south of them. They must learn defi- 
nitely that “salvation is of the Jews” 
as our Lord had declared (John 4:22), so 
they had to wait until the apostles came 
from Jerusalem ere they were baptized 
into the one body of Christ. 


The Historical Setting 


All is in perfect order here. In less 
than a year after the beginning of the 


1Some ancient authorities omit Holy. *Gr., word. #Or, 


wilt become gall (or, a gall root) of bitterness and a bond of 


iniquity. 


Comp. Deut. 29:18; Heb. 12:15. ‘Gr., brought 
good tidings. Comp. chap. 5:42. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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new dispensation the Gospel was carried 
to Samaria. It was probably in A. D. 
34 that Philip went among them, to be 
followed shortly by Peter and John. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 14.—“‘They sent unto them Peter 
and John.” There had been a great 
scattering abroad of the young converts, 
but the twelve remained in Jerusalem. 
When tidings came of the blessing that 
God granted in response to Philip’s min- 
istry in Samaria, they deputed Peter and 
John to go and investigate and confirm 
the disciples. 


Verse 15.—‘Prayed for them, that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost.” Recog- 
nizing the work to be of God, they 
showed their fellowship with Philip by 
entreating the Lord to give the Holy 
Spirit to these Samaritan believers as 
he had already done to those of Israel. 


Verse 16.—“‘As yet he was fallen upon 
none of them.” They were saved through 
believing in the Lord Jesus, and they 
were baptized in his name, that is, by 
his direction, or authority (Matt. 28:19). 
But they were not baptized by the Spirit 
into the body, which, although not yet 
definitely named as such, was formed 
on Pentecost (1 Cor. 12:12, 13). 


Verse 17.—‘They received the Holy 
Ghost.” The gift was given upon the 
imposition of the apostles’ hands, who 
thus ratified formally the work of Philip 
and expressed their fellowship with the 
Samaritan believers. Grace had thus 
bridged a vast gulf! 


Verse 18.—“‘Simon .. . offered them 
money.” Here was one who, though bap- 
tized, was but a false professor. Be- 
lieving the story told by Philip, he had 
not surrendered himself to Christ. He 


\ 
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would obtain spiritual power, if possible, 
to use it for personal enrichment and 
aggrandizement. 


Verse 19.—‘Give me... this power.” 
Simon knew neither the Lord Jesus nor 
the Holy Spirit. He thought of the lat- 
ter as an influence, or power, which 
might be purchased and used to his own 
advantage. 


Verse 20.—“Thy money perish with 
thee.” Peter repelled with indignation 
the suggestion that the gift of God could 
be purchased with money. He would 
not allow the thought of gain to intrude 
into the manifestation of the grace of 
God, so far as he was concerned. 


Verse 21—“Thy heart is not right.” 
Simon was an _ unregenerate, wicked 
man, covetous and irreverent, who de- 
lighted in attracting attention to him- 
self and his supposed miraculous powers. 


Verse 22.—“Repent ... pray.” Peter 
exhorts Simon to take drastic measures. 
He pleads with him to judge himself, to 
face his sin and seek God in sincerity 
that he may be forgiven. 


Verse 23.—“In the gall of bitterness, 
and in the bond of iniquity.” Corrupt 
and vile, a slave to selfishness and un- 
righteousness, Simon well deserved the 
stern rebuke. 


Verse 24.—“Pray ye to the Lord for 
me.” There is no evidence of repent- 
ance, no sign of sincerity even in his 
petition. He does not pray for himself. 
He would have Peter do it for him — and 
then, not for forgiveness of his iniquities, 
but that he might be spared the divine 
indignation which he so richly merited. 

Verse 25.—“When they had testified 
and preached.” Peter and John joined 
Philip in the good work of evangeliz- 
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Lesson for February 26 


ing, thus showing how heartily they fel- 
lowshiped with him and how fully they 
endorsed the work that had begun. 
Later they returned to Jerusalem, carry- 
ing the news of the conversion of many 
in Samaria. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The outstanding lesson of the present 
passage is the absolute necessity of 
reality in the things of God. Mere 
religious profession, or intellectual ac- 
ceptance of the historical facts of Chris- 
tianity, if divorced from repentance and 
true faith in Christ himself, will never 
produce the new life. 

Many there are who, “supposing that 
gain is godliness,’— that is, that God’s 
blessing is manifested by outward pros- 
perity — go on in their sins, posing as 
Christians when they have never been 
born again. To face one’s sins in the 
presence of God and to turn to the risen 
Saviour in trustful confidence means far 
more than to make a lip profession and 
submit to baptism. God desires truth 
in the inward parts (Psa. 51:6). He must 
have reality. He will not bestow his 
grace upon the unrepentant professor 
who is walking in pride and self-will. 
Lesson Outlines 

Gop’s GiFrts, WHIcH MONEY 
CANNOT PURCHASE 

Faith (Eph. 2:8) 

Righteousness (Rom. 5:17) 

Living Water (John 4:10) 

Eternal Life (Rom. 6:23) 

The Holy Spirit (1 Thess. 4:8) 

Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor. 12:7-10) 

All good gifts are from above (Jas. 1: 
17) 

Srmon’s SEVEN SINS 

Sorcery (Acts 8:9-11) 

False profession (v. 13) 

Attempted bribery (v. 18) 

Selfishness (v. 19) 

Deception (v. 21) 

Unrepentant (v. 22) 

Trifling with eternal realities (v. 24) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The word “Simony,” which signifies 
ecclesiastical selfishness, is coined from 
the name of the Samaritan magician. 
Throughout the centuries since, this 
term has been used to designate the sin 
of men who have attempted to profit by 
a religious profession and by seeking of- 
fice for selfish purposes in the church 
of God. It is of all sins most repugnant 
to God and to all right-thinking men. 


The true servant of Christ seeks not 
his own glory nor gain, but rather lays 
himself out to exalt the Lord Jesus, as 
John the Baptist did (John 3:30), and to 
serve others as Paul did (2 Cor. 12:15). 
In the measure in which we forget our- 
selves and seek the blessing of others we 
are truly followers of him who “came 
not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28). 


The gift of the Holy Spirit is to be 
distinguished both from new birth by 
the Spirit and from the gifts of the Spirit. 
All believers are born of the Spirit, by 
the Word of God when they believe the 
Gospel (1 Pet. 1:23-25). The gifts of 
the Spirit are the graces or talents he 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


9. February 26.—Peter in Samaria. 
Acts 8:14-25 
10. March 5.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 


Acts 10:1-48 
11. March 12.—Peter Delivered from 
Freon, ...: .... Acts 12:5-17 


12. March 19.—Peter Exhorts to Chris- 
2 eee 1 Peter 3:8-18 
13. March 26.—Peter Interprets Christ’s 
Sufferings and Death. 
1 Peter 1:17-23; 2:20-25 
Second Quarter 
1. April 2.—Saul Becomes a New Man. 
Acts 9:1-30 
2. April 9.—Paul Preaches the Risen 
Christ (Easter). Acts 13; 1 Corinthians 15 
3. April 16. Paul Establishes Churches. 
Acts 14 
23.—Paul Wins Recognition for 
Gentile Christians. 
Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-10 


4.4 








. divides “to every man severally as he 


will” (1 Cor. 12:11), in order that we 
may work for God in our various 
spheres. But the gift of the Spirit is 
the Holy One himself, who indwells be- 
lievers and by whose baptism we are 
made members of Christ and so added 
to the Lord. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


To what extent are we interested in 
the divine plan to give the Gospel to 
every creature? 


Before we can evangelize others ‘we 
must be regenerated ourselves. Do we 
know the reality of this? 


Simon’s great mistake was made be- 
cause he was himself a deceiver and so 
supposed others were equally false. Have 
we been definitely real in our dealings 
with God? 


Too many people imagine God’s gifts 
may be purchased in some way. Have 
we learned that all must be received in 
faith? 

Peter’s stern rebuke may have seemed 
harsh and unfeeling to Simon, ‘but it 
was his deep concern that made the 
apostle so faithful. Are we, at times, 
too cowardly to speak out when strong 
words are needed? 


Do we, sometimes, like Simon, ask for 
the prayers of others when we have no 
true soul-exercise that would lead us to 
go directly to God for ourselves? 

The early church had a true missionary 
vision. Have we who are saved the same 
keen desire to carry the Gospel to those 
who are still sitting in darkness and the 
shadow of death? 


Are we each one endeavoring to use 
our talents for God? Philip and the 
apostles had different gifts, but they 
labored together in real fellowship. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Philip began his public service as a 
deacon, but ended as an evangelist. 

It was a wonderful manifestation of 
active grace when a Jew went to Sa- 
maria to seek to win these despised peo- 
ple for Christ. 

If the Holy Spirit had fallen on the 
Samaritan believers as on their Jewish 
brethren at Pentecost, it would have 
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salem to accredit the work in Samaria 
was a marked evidence of the love of the 
Spirit. 

Peter and John were official repre- 
sentatives of the new dispensation, so 
the laying on of their hands upon 
Philip’s converts expressed the unity of 
the new movement. 

It is evident that the gift of the Spirit 
was accompanied with outward signs as 
at Pentecost, otherwise Simon the sor- 
cerer would not have been so amazed. 


There is nothing lower than to en- 
deavor to use the grace of God for per- 
sonal profit. 


The true servant of Christ gives freely 
of that which God has imparted to him. 

Had Simon been sincere, he would 
have acknowledged his sin and cried to 
God for mercy. 


It is easy to ask for the prayers of 
others; it is quite another thing to turn 
to the Lord for oneself in true repent- 
ance. 


The evangelization of the Samaritans 
was a step forward in carrying out the 
divine program committed by the risen 
Christ to his disciples. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HERE was Samaria, and who were the 
Samaritans? 


2. How did the news of Philip’s mission 
affect the church in Jerusalem? 


3. Why was the Holy Spirit given in an- 
swer to the prayer of Peter and John? 

4. Can one believe and yet not be saved? 

5. Who was Simon, and what was his 
occupation? 

6. How was he affected by the ministry 
of Peter and John? 

7. What offer did he make? 

8. In what way did Peter rebuke him? 

9. Was there any evidence of repentance 
on Simon’s part? 


10. What part did the two apostles have 
in furthering the work? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 101 of this issue. 
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From the Platform 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for thy great love that sent 
the Lord Jesus down to this earth to live in 
a human body like ours, to tell us about thy 
love, and at length to die on the cross for us. 
We thank thee, too, for the Holy Spirit, whom 
he sent to take his place here, when he re- 
turned to thee. We are so glad that thou 
didst not put any price upon salvation or upon 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, but that every one 
who will accept them may have thy gifts. 
If any of us here today have not yet ac- 
cepted thy love gifts, help us to do so before 
this lesson has closed. And help all of us, 
with hearts filled with love toward thee, to 
place our lives in thy hands to be molded 
and shaped as thou wilt. In the name of him 
who loved us and gave himself for us we ask 
it. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In heathen lands, 
and even in some so-called Christian 
lands, there are thousands who are seek- 
ing somehow to buy God’s favor today. 
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Some afflict their bodies, or undertake 
long journeys or difficult tasks. Others 
make great gifts of money, or give up 
all their possessions and live as beggars. 
Others go into seclusion and utter end- 
less prayers. All hope by such deeds to 
merit favor with God and to earn for- 
giveness of sin. But God’s Word brings 
us the Good News that the Lord Jesus 
has done for us what we can never do 
for ourselves. When he died on the cross, 
he paid the penalty that was ours. All 
that remains for us is to accept what he 
has done for us, if we would pass from 
death to life. But when we have re- 
ceived God’s gift of salvation, then God 
calls upon us to yield to him every de- 
partment of our lives. When we do this, 
we give God the opportunity to make 
us just what he would have us be, and 
to direct our lives so that we may be 
reliable examples of Christ and faithful 
witnesses for him. Have you accepted 
God’s free gift, and have you also freely 
given him yourself? Let us pray. 





GOD'S FREE GIFT 


ACCEPT 
APPROPRIATE 
PROPAGATE 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL yay 4 are invited to send illustrations 
for this de ent; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet oman 
the conditions of this department. The full 

of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will ts 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
mes three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print. 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Difficulty with the Price—Come 
ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without 
price (Golden Text). Mr. Spurgeon, in 
a sermon on “The Best Bread,” says in 
speaking of the price: “The difficulty 
with all other traders is to get you up 
to their price; but my difficulty is to 
get you down to mine—for the bread 
of Heaven is without price. The Gospel 
provides a sufficient Christ for needy 
sinners."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


The Golden Age—Without money 
(Golden Text). Over a doorway in an 
old Dutch banking house this inscrip- 
tion used to be seen in French: “The 
Golden Age is an age in which gold does 
not rule.” The value of money lies in 
its control for spiritual purposes.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Making Prayer a “Racket.”—Giving 
out that himself was some great one 
(Acts 8:9). Some one has passed on to 
us the literature of a woman in Wash- 
ington, D. C., who apparently has found 
a method of profiting financially by try- 
ing to teach others to pray. The lady 
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offers a course in the technique of an- 
swered prayer at the rate of twelve les- 
sons for $12. If you do not care for 
that, she has a personality course at the 
exme price. The literature of this 
woman is very subtle and dangerous. 
She declares her orthodoxy and tells of 
her denominational affiliation, by way 
of endorsement. She says: “I have dis- 
covered something new about prayer. . 

A succession of answered prayers, each 
one more remarkable than its predeces- 
sor, has been the result. My health im- 
proved, abundance came.” And all of 
this through the prayer technique she 
wants to teach at so much per head! 
Prayer according to her idea is some- 
thing you are to use to get what you 
want, provided you pay for this special 
system! What misrepresentation of 
prayer! This looks like what men call 
a racket. It looks very much like the 
sin of Simon in Acts 8:18-20.—From The 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Canby, Minn. 


An Errand Lad’s Experience.—Re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost (v. 17). Of all 
the happy moments of my life, this one 
seems to stand out the happiest. It was 
about six years ago. I was just an er- 
rand lad, and like most of them, happy, 
carefree, yet caring very little for the 
things of God. Then one night at a 
mission service, I gave my heart to the 
Lord. Only those who know this ex- 
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perience can shout “Hallelujah!” But 
my happiest moment followed a few 
days after. I was delivering an order, 
and this necessitated my crossing a large 
patch of grass, known as Abbey Field. 
When I was about half-way across I 
lifted my heart to the Lord, and said, 
with deep boyish earnestness, “Lord, fill 
me with thy Holy Spirit.” I was so over- 
come with joy, that I nearly came a 
cropper with the trade-bike! Ever 
since then my testimony has been: 
“Since His love came shining through, 
I’ve a joy that’s always new.’ 
God can and will save errand lads and 
erring lads.—A prize contribution to the 
Christian Herald (London). Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


A Sea Captain’s Observation.—He of- 
fered them money (v. 18). “When we 
took it on at Trinidad an old darkey 
trundled it in a shaky wheelbarrow all 
alone. He made half a dozen trips a 
couple of blocks through town.” Such 
was the exclamation of the captain of a 
steamship when his vessel arrived in 
New York with $100,000 in gold, and he 
witnessed half a dozen detectives on 
hand to guard the unloading. His con- 
clusion was that “they think a lot of 
money in New York.”—Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Slabbed But Not Straightened.—For 
thy heart is not right in the sight of God 
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Dx. Pace’ s cartoons may now be obtained as stereop slides and as film- slides. There are 20 

series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each. with comments ki ser- 

mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c rote My uncolored, or 

75c each colored. The filmeclide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures. may be had at $2 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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(v. 21). At the sawmill the sawyer 
makes crooked logs straight. He does 
it by “slabbing” the four sides. But 
upon investigation we would find the 
hearts of the logs just as crooked as 
they were before they were slabbed by 
the sawyer. Here is a man who says, 
“I have been in the habit of swearing; 
I will saw that off. I have been in the 
habit of cheating; I will saw that off. I 
have been in the habit of staying out 
at nights; I will saw that off.” He slabs 
off the four sides, but he finds his heart 
is just as sinful, miserable, and just as 
crooked as was the heart of that log. 
Exterior change makes a difference, but 
it is not all-sufficient—From the Exposi- 
tor. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Sur- 
rey, Eng. Prize illustration. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Heavenly Training.—They sent unto 
them Peter and John (Acts 8:14). Why 
send Peter and John to Samaria? These 
Samaritans were the favorite Hate of 
the first century Jews. They would 
have no dealings with them, according 
to the woman at Jacob’s well (John 4: 
9). This same John wanted to command 
fire from Heaven “and consume them” 
(Luke 9:54). 

God was guiding the early church by 
his Holy Spirit, and so.John was sent 
along with Peter that he might see for 
himself that there was a better way to 
treat folks one did not like than to strike 
them down by lightning. 

Peter was the half-way move toward 
the Gentiles. The Joppa sheet let down 
from Heaven and the conversion of Cor- 
nelius, the Gentile military man, was 
on the program. God was leading his 
tight bound disciples by gentle degrees 
into a Christian tolerance of fellow men. 

Heaven is always wise and gentle in 
the moulding to its purpose the human 
stuff. The all-of-a-sudden Peter is a 
fine example of God’s method. 

One of the delights of biography is to 
note and follow the way the great man 
is moulded and fashioned into the part 
he is destined to play in the world. Re- 
member how Washington and Lincoln 
were trained, one in luxury and the 
other in poverty; but both had the right 
training for what they had to do. 

In the first lesson of this quarter I 
mentioned Dr. William Robertson Nicoll 
as the “Andrew” who found the “Peter.” 
Watson (Ian Maclaren), Barrie, and 
Crocket. I am reading Dr. Nicoll’s biog- 
raphy, and see the hard conditions of 
the lean Aberdeen manse with its flood 
of books (and little else) was the mak- 
ing of his greatness as an editor and the 
adviser of Premier Lloyd George in Eng- 
land’s dark days of the war. 

Are you on “scant nubbins”? Well, 
don’t grumble and growl and kick. Just 
have fun wondering for what noble pur- 
pose God is training you. 


Prosperity.—Simon .. . offered them 
money, saying, Give me also this power 
(vs. 18, 19). Here is where the language 
got one of its words, the well-known 
“Simony.” This is the label that goes 
on the fellow who puts on the overdress 
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of religion in order to make money. 
Sorry it is to have to say such cases 
are not as rare as the traditional “hen’s 
teeth.” 

One day I was criticizing his business 
with a liquor seller. In some respects 
he was not a bad sort, and I was trying 
to awaken and save him. He had no ar- 
gument or excuses. Finally he shot his 
last answer: 

“I am in this liquor business for the 
same reason you are in the church game 
—for the money that is in it!” I came 
near laughing my head off. At that very 
moment I was paying off my church 
and other religious pledges. I happen 
to be a tither and then some. 

This reply from an intelligent man in- 
dicates how some people consider the 
church. It is rather a left-handed com- 
pliment for the church. It is an ac- 
knowledgment that worldly prosperity 
cannot be far removed from the shadow 
of the church (1 Tim. 4:8). 

By worldly prosperity I do not mean 
wealth, but the working man’s prosper- 
ity. What is the working man’s prosper- 
ity? Here it is: Good job, good pay, 
good boss, good wife, good children, and 
all the family tied up with church and 
Sunday school. 

When Milt the melter, Charlie the car- 
penter, Mat the mason, Pat the painter, 
Lew the laborer go home at the end of 
the day’s work to the “little woman,” 
you ought to see him “pack in the chow” 
and romp with the kids. Nobody has 
to give him a powder or sing him to 
sleep. He has no notes to meet on the 
morrow or any grave business prob- 
lems to solve (Psa. 37:16; 1 Tim. 6:6). 


The Quinine Pills——The gall of bitter- 
ness, and the bond of iniquity (v. 23). 
The following is for that class of boys 
recently out of the Primary Department, 
since I have told the story before. 

One year when we had our lessons 
in the Book of Acts I thought I would 
try something new in the Rock Run 
Mission in the way of object teaching. 

For years the sessions of the school 
have been opened with a Bible reading 
from the blackboard, with every teacher 
and scholar with a Bible in hand. This 
reading consists of Scripture bearing 
upon the lesson of the day. “The read- 
ing for today’s lesson will be on ‘The 
Punishment for Sin,’” I would say. 

In the year I tell about I undertook 
to add to the Scripture reading object 
lessons. The “tough” class of the school 
was a dozen twelve to fourteen year 
old boys. I had them right up next 
the desk where I could keep an eye on 
them. 

The Sunday before, in order to illus- 
trate how things not particularly attrac- 
tive in themselves could be combined 
into something very desirable, I had 
some ginger root, flour, salt, and 
molasses. I had under the desk, in a 
covered basket, a lot of big ginger cakes, 
made for me by the local baker. 

When at the end of my talk I pro- 
duced the basket of big ginger cakes 
for distribution to the school, that 
“tough” dozen made a dive for them. 
Boys, basket, and crumbled ginger cakes 
were all mixed up together on the floor, 
to the delight of the whole school — in- 
cluding the superintendent! I never 
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knew how the janitor got the ground-up 
ginger cakes out of the floor covering. 

The next Sunday we had the Scrip- 
ture of this paragraph. I went to the 
local drug store and got some of the 
chocolate covered quinine pills. After 
the Bible reading and the talk I said, 
with all seriousness, “Who would like to 
have a chocolate drop?” 

At once every one of the “tough” 
dozen was on his feet with mouth open 
like a young robin. I dropped in a 
quinine pill. Wow! x *!*! There was 
a rush for the water bucket. And there 
was some post ginger cake merriment. 

On the following Sunday, Malcolm 
Franciscus, the ring leader of the 
“toughs,” said, “Mr. Ridgway, I tasted 
that awful bitterness all week, and if 
sin is as bitter as that stuff, me for the 
straight and narrow, always.” Malcolm, 
now a man, stopped in to see me the 
other day. Prosperity was written all 
over him. He lives over the New York 
way, and is active in church and Sun- 
day school. 

What is the moral? 
3:10, 11.) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

ye 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 99) 


1. It lay between Judea and Galilee, and 
its people were a mixed race who had set 
up a rival temple on Mt. Gerizim. 

2. They sent Peter and John to investi- 
gate and report, as they evidently desired 
to be sure the work was of God. 

3. In this way the new mission would be 
identified with the work already begun. 

4. It is possible to believe the historic 
facts of Christianity and not be saved. 
True belief is trusting in Christ himself. 

5. He was a charlatan who gave himself 
out as a great magician or wizard. 

6. He coveted their power for his personal 
aggrandizement. 

7. He offered to buy their secret. 

8 He sternly reproved him for his wick- 
edness, and exhorted him to repent. 


9. None whatever. 


10. They participated in it and carried 
forward the work of evangelizing. 


You tell it. (sa. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class - 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Simon makes a big mistake. 
Discussion: In the light of what Jesus 
Christ did on Calvary, how far (without 
his atoning blood) would anything we 
could do or give go toward saving us? 
Objective: To realize fully that “the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 











AY, fellows, Peter is on a great teach- 

ing mission now. Ever since Pente- 
cost, when the Holy Spirit filled Peter’s 
heart with a new understanding, he has 
been intensely active. The Spirit is us- 
ing Peter to give real light on the truth 
about Jesus Christ, and the mighty 
things of the power of almighty God. 
A fresh opportunity for this has been 
opened wide by Philip’s preaching down 
in Samaria, so Peter and John go down 
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there from Jerusalem to take part in the 
great revival that is in progress. 

The people of Samaria had already 
been greatly stirred up by the activities 
of one Simon, a sorcerer, sometimes 
called Simon Magus. This magician had 
a lot of tricks that were so astounding 
that he had won the following “from 
the least to the greatest” (Acts 8:10), 
and they had said “this man is the great 
power of God.” It was a part of Peter’s 
mission to break up that impression. 

But Peter had not only the sorcerer to 
combat, but also the sorcerer’s master 
—Satan. And here Satan worked a 
clever ruse. He made it appear that the 
sorcerer was converted by Peter’s 
preaching, and had become a real earnest 
follower and believer in the new revela- 
tion. Satan does that today, fellows; 
when his open assaults on the Gospel 
fail, by stealth he gets inside the church 
and begins his undermining processes 
there. 

Satan and the sorcerer, however, both 
miscalculated, for they had not reck- 
oned upon the supernatural insight 
which the Holy Spirit had imparted to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘‘ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories® 
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Peter — that same insight which enabled 
him to say to Ananias, “Why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back part of the price 
of the land?” (Acts 5:3.) 

Simon the sorcerer, when he saw 
Peter exercising miraculous power sur- 
passing anything he had been able to 
do himself, offered Peter money to give 
him the same power. It could have been 
a large sum of money, too; for the sor- 
cerer had drawn the rich, as well as the 
poor, into his net. But Peter sternly 
turned upon him and said: “Thy money 
perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money ... thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God” (Acts 8: 
20, 21). 

That was an object lesson, fellows, 
which doubtless did more to enlighten 
the people as to the true nature of the 
power os: God than anything Peter might 
have said. The apostles were not 
wealthy men; indeed, they had given up 
all they had for the truth they were 
preaching. It must have made a pro- 
found impression upon those who wit- 
nessed the amazing thing of one refus- 
ing the shining gold in exchange for 
something which apparently he could 
have given without cost or effort. Peter 
was living the truth before them, as 
well as preaching it. 

It is a fact that must be just as defi- 
nite in your minds and mine today as 
it was in Peter’s that day. The things 
of God, the blessings, the power, the 
grace of God, cannot be purchased with 
silver or gold, or with effort or talent 
or any other human resources which the 
world values. They are received as gifts, 
“that in the ages to come he might shew 
the exceeding riches of his~grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus. For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 
2:7-9). 

SKANEATELES, N. Y. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


mwiove Peter’s picture to Lesson 9. Also 
tack up a picture of a money bag by “‘9.”’ 
You might use the same cutout of a money 
bag for the Memory Verse (Jas. 5:16). 


HTLIP was a friend of Peter’s, and 

he had been preaching in the city of 
Samaria. He had the very same person 
to preach about that Peter had — Jesus 
Christ. And the whole city was stirred, 
and Philip healed many sick and lame, 
and cast out demons. 

One of the men who heard Philip 
preach was Simon, a man who had been 
a magician, and had been a great man 
in Samaria. He was baptized, and went 
to the meetings with Philip. 

About that time Peter and John came 
from Jerusalem to help Philip in the 
meeting. And when they had prayed for 
those who believed, and had laid their 
hands on them, they received the Holy 
Spirit. Then this man Simon came and 
tried to buy this power. He brought 
money to Peter and said, “Give me also 
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this power, that on whomsoever I lay 
hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.” 

But Peter said to him, “Thy money 
perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money.” Peter went on 
to tell him his heart was not right with 
God, and called on him to repent and 
pray to God for forgiveness. 

Simon answered Peter by asking him 
to pray for him. He did not understand 
that the power which God gives is a 
gift. 

God gives men many gifts, but man 
can de nothing to buy anything from 
God. God gives us salvation. It is a 
gift. All we can do is to take it as a 
gift. 

Many people today think they can do 
something to earn their salvation. They 
think they can be so good that God will 
reward them, but God says man has no 
good thing to offer him. 

So we have to learn, as Simon did, that 
God gives salvation and the Holy Spirit 
as free gifts to those who believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. All the wealth of the 
world cannot buy one thing from God; 
but God wants to give you salvation. 

Have you taken this gift? 

MobeEstTo, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To lead the girls to an assur- 
ance of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 


Activity.—Prepare two paper circles, one 
black and one gold, and another of cello- 
phane. Use these three for the object 
lesson described below. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Pray one for another. 
- - « The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). 











IRLS, what are some of the things 

that money cannot buy? (Let the 
class report on the lists they wrote dur- 
ing the week.) The most important of 
all these things are the gift of salvation 
and the fruit of the Holy Spirit. (If the 
girls cannot recite the following verses 
from memory, they may conduct a 
Scripture verse hunt: Isa. 55:1; John 3: 
16; 4:14; Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 9:15; Eph. 2:8; 
Jas. 1:17.) 

Poor disillusioned Simon, the Samari- 
tan in our lesson, did not know that 
God’s gifts are free. He believed facts 
about the Lord Jesus; he had been bap- 
tized; and he had joined the evangel- 
istic party that accompanied Philip on 
his tour of Samaria, but during all this 
time he had never received the new 
birth. When he finally saw the amazing 
results of God’s Spirit in a life, he 
wanted power to produce similar results 
in his followers, not for their own bene- 
fit, but that he might appear spectacular 
(Acts 8:9). 

Simon has not been the only disillu- 
sioned church member, for there are 
many who have never been born again. 
On Monday morning following a ser- 
mon on.“The New Birth,” a prominent 
business man called for an interview 
with the minister. This man had been 
delegated by a group of fifteen or twenty 
of the leading men of that church to 


























Lesson for February 26 


speak to the pastor about his sermon. 
“Only one in our entire group,” the 
spokesman confessed, “knows from ex- 
perience what is meant by the new birth. 
If this new birth is necessary, as you 
say it is, then all but one of us are 
wrong, and we want to know how to 
receive this gift.” ; 

Another unadjusted group in our 
churches includes those who have been 
born again, but who are not living true 
to their Redeemer, and here is a trag- 
edy. Folks in the world are, of course, 
unable to see into a heart, and therefore 
can see no difference between worldly 
Christians and themselves. Such Chris- 
tians are a decided hindrance in God’s 
work, 

These colored circles may help us to 
understand the difference between a life 
lived for the world and one lived to 
glorify Christ. (See “Activity,” above.) 
When we place this cellophane circle 
upon black, what color does it reveal? 
Yes, all we can see is black. This might 
represent the original condition of a 
person (1 Cor. 15:46, 47). When those 
who accept the gift of salvation fail to 
separate themselves from worldly at- 
tachments, they will continue to reveal 
their conformity to the world. God has 
better plans for those who know him, 
and he disclosed these plans through his 
Word (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 6:16; Phil. 1: 
15; Col. 3:1-3; 1 John 2:16). 

Let us place the cellophane on the 
gold circle. Now we see nothing but 
gold. The one who has been cleansed 
from sin, separated from the world, and 
consecrated to the Lord, trusting in his 
grace for victory, will reflect the beauty 
of Christ. These references may be 
marked in your Bibles and memorized 
(Rom. 6:16; 2 Cor. 2:14; 12:9; Eph. 5:18; 
Phil. 3:9, 10). 

How did Peter correct Simon’s mis- 
take? Notice the steps he had to take: 
(1) repent, (2) pray, (3) surrender, (4) 
believe. 

Step 1. “Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness.” Simon had been a deceit- 
ful, egotistical sorcerer, making his fol- 
lowers believe that he was “some great 
one.” Peter, through the Holy Spirit, 
knew that this man’s sins had never 
been forgiven. Indeed, Simon had not 
even realized his need of the Saviour, 
and before he could be born again, he 
must become conscious of that need. 

Step 2. “Pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven 
thee.” This is the only prayer a sinner 
can pray (Luke 18:13, 14). Very well 
Peter knew that only through cleansed 
individuals could God’s Spirit work 
(John 13:10; 1 John 1:7). 

Step 3. Surrender. “Thou art in the 
gall of bitterness, and in the bond of 
iniquity,” continued Peter. Simon had 
“bewitched the people of Samaria,” but 
sin had bewitched Simon. However, the 
same Christ who had freed Peter from 
his bondage to sin could also free Simon, 
the magician (John 8:36). Henceforth 
his motto should be: “To me to live is 
Christ.” 

Step 4. Believe (Heb. 11:6). “Pray 
ye to the Lord for me.” At last Simon 
recognized the Lord, and he claimed the 
prayers of Spirit-filled Peter. Compare 
the Memory Verse. 

Have you consciously taken the four 
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steps recommended to Simon? Have you 
been filled with the Holy Spirit? How 
can this take place? The Holy Spirit, 
since Pentecost, is given to every one 
who through faith in Christ is born 
again (Rom. 8:9, 15; 1 Cor. 6:19; Gal. 


4:6; 1 John 2:20, 27). But not every. 


Christian is filled with the Spirit, for 
some are not fully yielded to God. 
Therefore, in order to be filled with the 
Spirit, one must be (1) born again; (2) 
surrendered; (3) trusting God to fill him 
with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18; Gal. 5:16). 

What is the result in the lives of those 
who are filled with God’s Spirit? They 
will bear fruit. How does your life 
check with Galatians 5:22, 23? Finally, 
how should one live in the Spirit? Ap- 
ply the excellent advice in 1 Thessa- 
lonians 5:16-24. Youth should be no 
barrier to victorious Christian living (1 
Tim. 4:12). 

This morning as we pray for one an- 
other in accordance with our Memory 
Verse, let us remember that it is not 
through our righteousness and fervor, 
but through his faithfulness that God 
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With our new and original plan. Amazingly 

simple and effective in city, town or country. 

No advance investment or financial risk ; we 

supply everything, ready for immediate and 
leasing results. For details write : 

Krider & Company, 1412-D, Penna. Ave., Tyrone, Pa. 


“Into the Clouds” 


An amazing new book 
Dr. <A. 








q by Brown, 

treating in a masterful 
manner such subjects as: 
4 The Times of the Gen- 
j tiles, Matthew 24, War 
Madness, Distress of 
Nations,Communism, 
a Naziism, Fascism, Pales- 
tine and the Jew, The 
Falling Away, The Break- 
down of Democracy, The 
Days of Noah, The Great 
Tribulation, World Signs 
etc., etc., etc. 12 chap- 
ters, 220 pages. Cloth, 
only $1.00, postpaid in 
U. S. Add 


Fundamental Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio 
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Please Give Us Bread and Clothing 


Soul-stirring appeals are constantly coming to our office from the suffering Russian be- 
lievers. Hungry and almost nude they stretch out their hands 
For several years we have been helping them — saving them from hunger and cold. 


Every month our list of destitute Christian families increases. All the letters we receive 
contain the same petition: “Please give us bread and clothing.” Our precious Saviour says: 
“Give ye them to eat” (Mark 6:37). Alone, without the help of other more fortunate 
Christians, we are not able to meet all the requests. 


We urge you, dear friend, in the Master's name, “ while it is day,” to unite with us in 

helping the weary, hungry and suffering children of God. Remember the other words of the 

rd: ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me ’’ (Matthew 25:40). Send your gifts large or small to: 


RUSSIAN CHRISTIAN RELIEF SOCIETY 


Rev. PETER PLESHKO, General Director 


to us, pleading for help. 


NEW YORK CITY 

















“THE BIBLE of the 
EXPOSITOR and the 











EVANGELIST” 


By W. B. RILEY, D.D. 


Expository and evangelistic sermons covering the entire Bible. 
A collection of 40 volumes representing 30 years of labor. 
Not an ordinary commentary — this set will interest all— 
students, Bible teachers, as well as pastors. 


These books of sermons will throw new light on the Bible as 
a whole and furnish inspiration for a fruitful Christian life. 
Material covers both Old and New Testaments. The books 
are uniform in size and finished in two bindings, black cloth 
with gold titles and soft dark brown paper. Price per volume, 
cloth binding, $1.00 postpaid; paper binding, 50c 
postpaid. Order your copies today. 








A newly completed 40 volume series. 
The books illustrated are only three of 
the entire set of 40 books of sermons 
covering the whole Bible. 





Sunday School Supplies 


Attendance plans, cards, record books, mottoes, 


ALSO 


— everything for the Church School. 


WRITE FOR OUR FREE GENERAL 
CATALOGUE. 








UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 
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CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
Quarterlies and Papers 


FOLLOWING THE 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


A full sample pack including our General 
Catalogue will be sent on application by any 
Sunday School Official. 


ADDRESS 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























Plan to Make Your S. S. 


MORE EFFECTIVE IN THE COMMUNITY 
WRITE FOR OUR PLAN OF TRACT DISTRI- 
BUTION WHICH IS PROVING SUCCESSFUL 

Order your Sample Package of 
Tracts at the same time; only 25¢ 


FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept. T Muskegon Heights, Mich. 
MUSIC, PLAYS, 


EASTE PAGEANTS, etc. 


“EASTER RECITATIONS, PROGRAM HELPS, etc,, 25c. 
“AS IT BEGAN TO DAWN,” new pageant-service, 10c. 


FREE catalog describes general and special day Choir 
and Sunday School publications, and supplies specimen 


pages. 
GEO. F. ROSCHE & Co. 
337-701 W. Madison Street Chicago, Ill. 








LEARN HOW TO PREACH AND TEACH 
Are your messages like piles of good lumber unbuilt, or 
are they structures of salvation, like the ark? 

7 _ IMPROVE YOUR MINISTRY 

Union Bible Seminary trains preachers and teachers in 
the class room, but reaches a greater number through 

20 Lessons in Homiletics, prepared by Wm. A. 
Smith, the instructor in Homiletics and Psychology in 
the Seminary, and editor of The Gospel Minister. The 
fessons and the Minister will help you in your calling. 
(15 psychological methods of outlining are employed.) 
Send $1 for the lessons and The Gaspel Minister for 26 
weeks. Union Bible Seminary, Dept. 254, Westfield, Ind. 


OXFORD BIBLES 


There is a STYLE for EVERY PURPOSE 








Over 1,000,000 Copies Sold Every Year 
At all Booksellers or from the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 
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responds to our prayer (Eph. 3:20; Titus 
3:5). 

Next week we shall study another step 
in the development of Peter as a messen- 
ger for the Master. Memorize Matthew 
28: 18-20. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





| Children at Home 


On China’s Back Fence 
By Faith R. Williams 


O YOU know, boys and girls, that 

the Lord Jesus Christ is doing just 
the same things in the world today that 
he did when he was here on earth? If 
you turn to the tenth chapter of Mark, 
you will read how the Lord Jesus healed 
a blind beggar Jew called Bartimzeus, 
and now I want to tell you of how, just 
these last few years, Jesus Christ has 
healed another blind beggar, away off 
across the world from you, in China. 

He was born on China’s back fence. 
When I was a small girl we lived in 
Toronto, St. Louis, and Vancouver, but 
in each place we had a back yard with 
a fence around it which we called “the 
back fence.” Now, China is a great big 
land, and the very back edge of it has 
a high mountain range around it, just 
like a monster fence. The Japanese have 
entered China’s front yard, come on to 
her porch, into her house, and even have 
sat down in her parlor, making a great 
noise and causing much suffering, but 
out here on the back fence, so to speak, 
we are so far away from this trouble 
that we do not realize there is war in 
China. 

The boy I want to tell you about was 
born on the great mountains which form 
China’s back fence. We will just call 
him “Bart” (short for Bartimzus) be- 
cause his real name is a bit hard to say. 

Well, Bart started out well, with a 
comfortable home, parents, little sisters, 
but a father who smoked opium. That 
is a terrible thing to do. It takes away 
the appetite. The smoker doesn’t care 
to eat or work or do anything but smoke, 
and he gets thin and weak and finally 
dies. Bart’s father soon did not want 
to work, and then because the farm did 
not get cultivated, there was no money 
to buy opium, so the man sold his farm 
to buy it, and gradually he sold every- 
thing he had to get the terrible opium. 
Then finally he died. Now, what was 
his family going to do? 

From the time Bart was three years 
old his daddy had given him the awful 
opium to suck, so that Bart was an 
opium smoker, too. He was so thin that 
there was nothing over his bones but 
skin, and he had become blind. When 
it was time to eat, his mother had to put 
the bowl of corn into his hands or he 
would not be able to find it. His mother 
had to work so hard to get corn to feed 
her children that after a while she died, 
too. Then they were left without a 
home, without clothing or food, depend- 
ent on what the neighbors gave them to 
eat, just like beggars. Bart told me he 
did not have even a coat or rag to put 
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over his naked shoulders. He said, “I 
was cold and just had to go on being 
cold.” The when he was cold, naked, 
half-starved, blind, with hungry little 
sisters asking him for food, something 
happened ! 

Over the hills from the south came 
strangers who said they were messengers 
from God, the Creator, and that they 
had come to tell everybody about a Sav- 
iour called Jesus Christ who loved peo- 
ple even in this far-off corner of the 
world, and who died for their sins. Way 
up in that high mountain village the 
cold, hungry beggar lad heard his vil- 
lagers talking about this strange Good 
News and saying, “We’re going to be- 
come Christians, too.” I can imagine 
how he caught hold of their clothes and 
asked them to tell him. Maybe, like 
the crowd that told Jewish Bartimzus to 
be quiet, they were not very patient or 
kind, but skinny, little Bart learned that 
this Lord Jesus died for all. Then he 
heard that Jesus healed the blind when 
he was on earth, and Bart said, “I’m go- 
ing to believe, too !” 

Eagerly he tried to find out more about 
this Good News story, and finally he 
learned how to pray. “And Jesus. . 
said unto him, What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee? The blind man said 
unto him, Lord, that I might receive my 
sight.” 

It was like that with Bart, too. He 
began to pray for sight and asked others 
to pray, and then the miracle happened. 
Bart had no medicines, but as he prayed 
day after day, his sight began to clear. 
First he could see the outline of objects, 
and then after quite a time he could see 
everything dimly, and now he can see 
as clearly as you or I. 

About this time a White Man Mission- 
ary came to live on the same mountain 
as Bart, only not so high up on the 
mountain. He said he wanted to build 
a house, and would pay five dollars a 
month to each man who would help him. 
How Bart’s heart beat! Would he ac- 
cept a skinny, half-naked fellow who 
was just breaking off his opium habit? 
Bart asked the white man, who said, 
Yes, he would try him out; so Bart got 
a job. He was weak from insufficient 
food and opium, but at the end of the 
month, ten shiny half-dollars were put 
into Bart’s thin hand. 

And that day a clothes peddler ar- 
rived. Out of his basket he took blue 
cotton coats and trousers, all shining 
new, and the missionary watched the 
half-naked lad, as he clutched his money 
and eyed the coats longingly — but did 
not buy. 

“Bart, aren’t you going to buy some- 
thing to cover you?” the white man 
asked wonderingly. 

The lad looked up, a pitiful struggle 
in his face. “I’d like to, Teacher, but I 
have little sisters up on the mountain 
who have no food. Guess I'll wait this 
time.” The Bible says that when Jewish 
Bartimzus received his sight he “fol- 
lowed Jesus in the way,” and Christ says 
if we would follow Him, we must learn 
to say no to ourselves. The missionary 


recognized what Bart was trying to do. 

“Little Brother, come and work for 
me another month, and I will buy you a 
suit of clothes now in advance,” and to 
the lad’s wonder and joy a suit of shiny 

















Lesson for February 26 


FREE TRACTS 


The Coming Horsemen. No Time for God. The Broad and 
Narrow Way. 5 Minutes After | Die. Cigarettes and 
Women. Coming War in the Sky. These and over 150 
other titles (many illustrated). Send postage for samples. 
Pilgrim Tract Society, Inc., S. S., Randleman, N. C. 


LOS BOOKS OF 


THE BIBLE 


What’s this HOKUM about “ Lost Books of the Bible’? 
Next issue of Prophecy Monthly exposes widely pub- 
lished advertisement. In the same issue read: ** Ganging 
Up on the Jews’’; ‘‘Earth’s Hour of Travail’; ** Coming 
‘Combination — Russia and Germany”; ‘‘ Duped by a Dam- 
mable Heresy’’; “* World’s Call for a MAN’; many other 
eye openers in this number. Don’t think of missing the 
monthly visits of this 48-page handbook of vital informa- 
tion. Christian workers should also join the League and 


get important releases.) MEMBERSHIP FEE $1 year. 
MAGAZINE $1 year; SINGLE COPY 10c 
3 mo. trial 25c in stamps 


American Prophetic League, Inc. 
4747-4751 Townsend Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 
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blue cotton was picked out and given 
to him. When Bart was telling me this 
story he looked up into my face and ex- 
claimed quietly, “What I owe to the 
Lord Jesus!” 

That was seven years ago. Now Bart 
is a leader in the church. He has a home 
all his own, and a pretty wife and a baby 
girl. His little sisters are well clothed 
and fed, the eldest of them recently mar- 
ried into a good family, and that sister 
and Bart have turned out to be among 
the cleverest of the Christian young peo- 
ple in our district. 

Jesus is doing the same things today 
that he did when he lived in Galilee. 
Wouldn’t you like to be a missionary 
and see how he works over in other 
lands? 


St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 
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iy 
SEA-SEASONED 
INVESTMENT 


Money can’t buy every- 





thing, but surprisingly little 
of it, invested in a seaside 
sojourn here, will buy you 
a brand-new outlook. 

Away from the work-a- 
day world, you instinctively 
relax amid the pleasures of 
a generous menu, a com- 
fortably furnished room, 
considerate service, and 
congenial surroundings. 
You find new zest in the 
bracing salt air and. the 
many allurements for rest 
and entertainment offered 
by these hotels. 

In all, it’s a sop to your 
morale and well-being. 
That’s not being extrava- 
gant; it’s just being smart. 
Restricted clientele. 


LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL 


On the Boardwalk 
ATLANTIC CITY 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 5. Urban America—A New Frontier. 
Gen. 18:20-23; 19:24, 25. 


Sunday, February 26 


Where Are Our Modern Frontiers? 
(Num. 13:17-21, 25, 30-35) 





Mon.—Possessing the land (Josh. 1:10- 

‘Tues.—Restoring Jehovah worship (2 
Kings 23:21-25). 

Wed.—Purifying God’s house (Matt. 21: 


12-17). 

Thurs.—The Twelve commissioned (Matt. 
10:1-11). 

Fri.—The obligation of the rich (1 Tim. 
6:17-19). 


Sat.—Impartiality enjoined (Jas. 2:1-9). 











EXT week and the one following 

we are to consider urban Amer- 
ica and rural Amcrica. Let us think 
this week, then, of those far-fiung fron- 
tiers that the Church of Christ must 
ever keep in mind if she would obey 
the command of her Lord te go “unto 
the uttermost part of the earth,” as 
well as to Jerusalem, Judea, and Sa- 
maria. 

All too often, in the comfort and se- 
curity of our present-day life in a 
Christian land, and with the highly or- 
ganized efficiency of our modern de- 
nominational mission boards, we lose 
sight of the fact that there are still 
millions who have never heard the Good 
News of salvation through Christ. Only 
the borders of Tibet have been touched 
with the Gospel. Afghanistan is still 
a closed land. Millions in China and 
Mongolia are without God and without 
hope, in spite of the years of faithful 
witness in some parts of China. 

3 


In the South Sea Islands there is an 
extensive “frontier.” Dr. R. A. Jaffray, 
of the Borneo Faith Mission, in the last 
few years has been valiantly working 
to send the needy thousands the Good 
News by means of Chinese Christians 
who speak the language of these ne- 
giected peoples. Write his mission head- 
quarters at 1123 Chestnut Street, Mus- 
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D0 YOUR 5.5.PAP 
Towks 
BIBLE TROTH? 


<= COUNCIL FIRES “== 
For Young People _ 


JUNIOR BOYS AND GIRLS == 


For Juniors and Intermediates 
For the Primaries 


Samples of our 
Papers and Quartetlies 
sent free on request = 


- CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS INC 


_ 1512 Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 


































CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS 


900 WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scrip- 
ture calendars, beautiful new KRYSTAL Plax 
and velvet Scripture mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good Commission. Send for free 
cate and price list. 

GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 


Dept. 6-M Monon Bldg. CHICAGO, ILL. 








———CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS— 


_For Sale or for Personal Use 
Comforting, aging ges of cheerto the sick 
and sorrowing, birthday, Easter, etc., many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—not found in stores— 
Boxed and Unboxed—good profit—no investment 
ee Catalog and sales eens on uest. 

PEASE GREETING ARDS, INC. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo, N. Y. 




















a Do Christian Seruice 
swag PINCREASE YOUR INCOME 


. acm 














! Combine service and profit acting as our 

representative in your locality Real opportunity — 
unrestricted territory Sell “Sunshine Line” Everyday 
and Easter assortments with Scripture texts Big 50c 
and $1.00 values Also new line Mother's Day Folders, 
“Bit-O’-Sunshine” Plaques, Bible-Text Stationery. ete 
Ful) or part time 


Most Complete Religious Line 
New liberal commissions. All prices POSTPAID Write 
for proposition—a surprise awaits you' 
GOSPEL TRUMPET COMPANY 
Sacramento, California Anderson, Indiene 











HYMNS THAT LIVE 


A new low-priced song book specially prepared 
for conventions, union evange- 
listic campaigns, church, mission 
and young people’s meetings, 
open-air services, and Sunday 
school gatherings, where favorite 
and familiar hymns are desired. 
A choice selection! 

64 pages (72 hymns, with 
words and music), attractively 
bound in golden rod and navy 
blue covers, with striking cover 
design suggesting the suffering 
of Christ and the glory to fol- 
low. ‘ 

You will be delighted with it ! 
Send a dime and a stamp for A SAMPLE COPY 


15 cents, postpaid; 25 copies or more at the rate 
of 1000 or 100, not prepaid 


The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n 
837 N. Wells St., Chicago, fil. 
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kegon, Mich., for the thrilling story of 
this modern “frontier” effort. 
oe 
In Russia we find another extensive 
“frontier.” 'Thousands of Russian young 
men and women and boys and girls 
have been reared with no knowledge 
of the Bible and the Christian faith 
except the ridicule and vituperation that 
have been poured out by the deliberate 
design of the Soviet government. A piti- 
ful few have been able to carry on in 
spite of staggering odds, and to keep 
alive the spark of the Gospel, but what 
of the thousands coming to manhood and 
womanhood who have never heard? 
ge 
Even in Christian Belgium, the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission has been finding 
“frontiers” that have taxed their re- 
sources to the limit to reach. Thou- 
sands who have from childhood known 
the forms and ceremonies of the Ro- 
man Church live in superstition and 
darkness and dead works, because they 
-have never been told of salvation 
through faith in Christ. 
4 
On our own continent, millions of 
Indians have not yet been reached. In 
Mexico, a fine group of young men and 
women are busy translating the Scrip- 
tures into a number of Indian tongues 
and dialects. When these translations 
are complete, some of these unreached 
tribes will for the first time have por- 
tions of the Bible. Likewise in Guate- 
mala, Costa Rica, Bolivia, Brazil, and 
Peru courageous and sacrificial men and 
women are on the “frontier” firing lines 
preaching, teaching, and translating so 
that Indians in all these lands might 
have the Good News. The Pioneer Mis- 
sion Agency, 506 Commonwealth Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, can send you literature 
telling of the work going on on these 
frontiers. 
4 


But merely to learn of such modern 
“frontiers” is not enough. What are we 
to do about them? Each of us, as in- 
dividuals, and unitedly as young peo- 
ple’s groups can pray the “Lord of the 
harvest” that he thrust out laborers into 
these white harvest fields. Each of us 
can give. Even though the amount may 
be small, united with other gifts and 
placed where “pioneer” work is needed, 
the results may be great in reaching the 
untouched field. 

And let us not forget to face our 
Lord’s definite command ito “go,” with 
the answer, “Here am I; send me”! God 
wants us to be willing to go, even 
though his will for us may be to stay. 
We can trust him to use us wherever 
he wants us, if we will but give him 
the opportunity. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

4 


A Letter of Thanks 


To the Editor: 


The members of the Friends of Israel 
Refugee Relief Committee desire to 
thank you for your generous co-opera- 
tion in publishing our “Appeal for Per- 
secuted Israel” in your Christmas issue 
(Dec. 3, 1938). The fine circulation of 
your paper insured a wide reading of 
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our appeal by many Christians in many 
countries. We desire also to thank the 
many generous donors who have sent 
money to our Committee in response to 
the appeal published in your paper. 

The Committee has received at this 

writing (January 20, 1939) 213 gifts total- 
ing $3,609.60, as a result of the article. 

We have sent checks to the following 

in the sums indicated: 

The Rev. Harcourt Samuel, Interna- 
tional Hebrew Christian Alliance Me- 
morial House, 19 Draycot Place, Lon- 
oe Se ee re ere ee $1,000 

Henry N. Philcox, Esq., The British 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel Among the Jews, 9 Great 
James Street, Bedford Row, London, 
SS ae rT err eee 250 

Miss Rachel Franks— Work in Ham- 
burg under the Irish Presbyterian 
END te Re a ee eer Remora 250 


The balance will be mailed soon to 
other organizations. The money is be- 
ing spent on Jews, Jewish Christians, 
and Gentile Christians who are married 
to non-Aryans and who, because they 
will not divorce their husbands who are 
Hebrew Christians, have been deprived 
of everything and are counted as Jews. 

The need is still great, as our daily 
papers testify. Your Committee would 
request that all interested in this work 
continue in prayer and in giving as they 
are led by the Holy Spirit. 

Reports will be made from time to 
time as money is received and dispersed. 

Sincerely yours, 
JOSEPH TAYLOR BRITAN, 
Secretary for the Committee. 


" 
Encouraging Students 


Through Defense of the Faith 
R. DAN GILBERT, author of “Cruci- 


fying Christ in Our Colleges,” “The . 


Biblical Basis of the Constitution,” and 
other books written in defense of the 
Faith, is speaking in Oregon and Wash- 
ington under the auspices of the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association, of 
which he is the general secretary, and the 
Truth for Students movement. Dr. Gilbert 
is also a contributing editor of National 
Republic, a magazine published in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and has written, among 
many other books and pamphlets, a leaf- 
let entitled “Truth for Parents,” setting 
forth startling facts concerning the in- 
crease of immorality among high school 
and college students. The Truth for 
Students movement is doing a valuable 
work in supplying students with leaflets 
answering the arguments of atheists, 
modernists, and evolutionists, and its aim 
for this present year is to distribute one 
million such booklets. Dr. Gilbert’s en- 
gagements for the next few weeks are 
as follows: 


TONGS NOON. 65 ih se cb cuek spe eeeees Feb. 13, 14 
Te Grane, COE) oo ccveactevcesesaes Feb. 15-17 
BUGNGMO, SEER, vcsccdssseswesaveces Feb. 19-24 
Walla Walla, Wash. ...cccccccccccess Feb. 26-28 
Me sss pada kick ane eesiee March 1, 2 
Wenatchee, Wash. .........cceceeee:- March 3 
WES PURINES o's 0:05:08 86 600680 ces March 5-12 
Se IS os oo sce sees case March 13, 14 
Mt. Vernon, Wash. ......cccccccces March 15, 16 
Bellingham, Wash. ................ March 17-20 
WS PEIN 6 oo 625. es wreenees xo cies March 21-27 


Those who are interested in arranging 
meetings with Dr. Gilbert, or who would 
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like to know more of the work and liter- 
ature of either of the organizations 
named above, should write to Dr. Dan 
Gilbert, General Secretary of the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association, 5472 
Gilbert Drive, San Diego, Calif.; or to 
Truth for Students, 518 N. Twenty-ninth 
Street, Corvallis, Oreg. 


The 1939 Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 


HERE will be ample opportunity for 

large numbers of Christian people to 
attend a Victorious Life Conference at 
America’s Keswick this coming sum- 
mer, since nine conferences will be held 
at Keswick Grove, N. J., from May to 
September. Delegates who have attended 
in past years look back with grateful 
hearts to the happy Christian fellowship, 
the Bible studies, the messages on the 
Victorious Life, and the foreign mission 
field, and the restfulness of the time 
spent among the pines and beside the 
beautiful lake at Keswick. The follow- 
ing conferences will be held this sum- 
mer: 





Memorial Day 

MAY CURIE oe eis soa ease has May 29 

oer er a May 30 
Students .......... June 24 to July 2 
July Fourth 

MEE 5 ooo siglo NR eee KA July 3 

MOM si 5S HORA NGS a July 4 
ee July 8-16 
Ministers ..... paeecme eae July 17-20 
Young People ............ July 22-30 
WROIUOTED or ce diecceicees August 5-13 
Young People ......... August 19-27 
Labor Day .......... September 1-4 











Information concerning registration, 
accommodations, and how to reach Kes- 
wick may be obtained from the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony, Room 306 Common- 
wealth Trust Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 





[ With the New Books 


The Divine Unfolding. By James R. 
Graham, Jr. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) All 
lovers of the Gospel will rejoice that 
this popular young missionary and Bible 
teacher is beginning to write. He ap- 
proaches this task as one completely 
abandoned to the fact that the Bible 
is the Word of God and with a deep 
conviction that ultimate truth can only 
be discovered within its pages. He fol- 
lows the method of taking great sweep- 
ing views of God’s plan, thus enabling 
the reader to have a clearer conception 
of Bible truth. He shows us first of 
all that the Son is the center of the 
divine counsels. He carries us back to 
the first discord in God’s universe. From 








































































Lesson for February 26 


there we study with him different phases 
of “The Divine Unfolding” until we ar- 
rive at God’s complete triumph. He 
writes as he talks, using very forceful 
and picturesque language. Here is a 
sample: “The ecclesiastical machinery 
of what used to be Protestantism has sold 
cut, lock, stock, and barrel to Marxian 
Socialism.” This book will be very use- 
ful in the hands of those just coming 
into a knowledge of God’s Word, and 
also to those more advanced in Bible 
study. 


The Four Great Powers and the End 
Time. By Alva J. McClain. (American 
Prophetic League, Inc., 4747-4751 Towns- 
end Ave., Los Angeles, Calif., 15 cents; 6 
copies, 75 cents.) The King’s Business 
was the first to publish Dr. McClain’s 
study, and prophetic students every- 
where have hailed it as a most signifi- 
cant contribution. Using Daniel 11 and 
Revelation 16, the author shows first 
that the four powers mentioned in these 
Scriptures will be Italy, Russia, Eng- 
land, and Japan. He believes that Rus- 
sia, with a present war goal of 15,000,000 
fighting men and 10,000 front-line planes, 
will wait until England begins opera- 
tions against the “Willful King” of Fas- 
cism before she strikes. Then Japan, 
her all-time enemy, will strike also. The 
revived Roman Empire will be victori- 
ous in this fray, but only until the 
Stone cut without hands halts her tri- 
umph and lays it in the dust forever. 
Here is a timely and awakening mes- 
sage. 


Musings at Twilight. By George F. 
Santa. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1, cloth; 60 
cents, paper.) “Good evening, friend, 
let’s go for a ramble.” The invitation is 
so winsomely given that one wants to 
set forth at once, delighted with Mr. 
Santa’s talks about detours, gardens, 
woodland trails, mountain, and what not. 
He makes us actually to feel the spray 
of the salt sea, to “hear” the silence of 
the desert, and to smell the cedar smoke 
of a new campfire. Each of the twenty- 
two chapters offers a compelling mes- 
sage from both the written and,the 
living Word, and each gives part of 
this message in poetry form. The “Band 
Concert,” with its fine instruments 
climbing the “Miff Tree,” is particularly 
pointed and amusing. Lovers of nature 
and of the Word will revel in these 
evening talks which have brought so 
much blessing over radio station WMBI, 
Chicago. The beautiful picture cover 
aids still further in making the book 
an ideal year-round gift to saved or 
unsaved. 


The Gospel of John. Also Belonging 
and Pleasing. By Norman B. Harrison. 
(Harrison Service, Minneapolis, Minn., 
25 cents, 10 cents, and 10 cents, respec- 
tively.) Few Bible students know that 
the Gospel of John follows twice over 
the structural plan of the Tabernacle, 
once for our salvation and again for our 
sanctification. With this idea in mind, 


Mr. Harrison takes up the Gospel by 
chapters, analyzing and drawing from 
each its spiritual truth. The study is 
further personalized by blank spaces 
wherein the reader is requested to write 
favorite texts and the lessons he has 
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applied to himself. There are also some 
remarkable diagrams, which show the 
authenticity of the Word as a whole 
and of the Book of John in particular. 
The first of the two leaflet sermons, 
“Belonging” and “Pleasing,” presents 
the Christ life in practice as well as in 
principle, a life made gloriously possi- 
ble by means of our identification with 
Christ as our Head, our Vine, and our 
Bridegroom. The second shows the 
power back of this life, — that of pleas- 
ing our adorable Lord in all things, not 
as a matter of duty, but as “loving the 
honor.” The illustrative incidents in 
both booklets are exceptionally fine. 


Prisoner of War, 31,163. By Ernest Pye. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City, 
$1.50.) Biography is of immense value 
when it sets forth the power of God’s 
grace in victorious living. Such is the 
life story of this Armenian lad, Bedros 
Sharian. Having been reared in a Chris- 
tian orphanage by godly American mis- 
sionaries, Bedros naturally sought to es- 
cape the Turkish draft, but was arrested 
and forced into army service. During 
the nine-hour truce at the Dardanelles, 
he was among those who helped bury 
the 3,000 rotting dead. Followed the new 
battle front at Jerusalem, where he was 
able at last to allow himself to be cap- 
tured by the British. Prisoner now, 
Bedros is sent to Egypt, and after some 
months, is promoted to the Intelligence 
Service. In this capacity he receives 
as prisoners the remnant of his own for- 
mer division in the Turkish army! 
Through all these harrowing vicissitudes 
the boy learns two great lessons: God’s 
keeping power amidst fearful tempta- 
tions, and the utter futility of war asa 
solution to world problems. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 20 to 26 

Mon.—Acts 8:14-16, 25. The Gospcl in Samaria. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Samaria had re- 
ceived the word of God.” This was the 
second work of grace at Samaria. Christ 
first, and then his apostles preached the 
Gospel “in Jerusalem, and in all Judza, 
and in Samaria.” After returning to Je- 
rusalem from the investigating trip to 
Samaria the apostles “preached the gos- 
pel in many villages of the Samaritans” 
(v. 25). Knowledge of opportunity 
should quicken the spirit of evangelism. 
Pray for the Latin American Prayer Fel- 
lowship, P. O. Box 5237 Met. Sta., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


Tues.—John 4:27-42. Jesus and the Samaritans. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Many of the Sa- 
maritans of that city believed on him.” 
Two “many believed” statements are 
here. “Many ... believed ... for the 
saying of the woman” (v. 39), and “many 
more believed because of his own word” 
(v. 41). Souls are not always won by 
personal testimony. Still hope that they 
may believe on “his own word.” Be a 
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Spare Time Work 
For Women 


Just send your name and address to the 
GROOVER APRON COMPANY, 818 Olive 
Street, St. Louis, Missouri, for full information. 
No obligation whatever; experience unneces- 
sary. Good profits. 








FILMS DEVELOPED 
The Photo Mill. Immediate Service ! No 
! Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 double- 
weight professional enlargements, one 
<4 tinted enlargement, or eight reprints for 
25e coin, Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 
Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 


















When answering advertisements, will 
you please mention The Sunday School 
Times? 





God closer 
than a favorite 
hymn sungsoftly 
alone or poured 
forth by a vast 

congregation? 


A Complete Service Book 


Because music is the handmaid of religion, 
only the best of hymnbooks is worthy of your 
choice. Select THE SERVICE HYMNAL 
confidently because it satisfies every human 

ood... every spiritual need. Thousands of 
ministers bear testimony to its musical rich- 
ness and spiritual power. In quality it is un- 
surpassed and the cost is surprisingly low. 


Before You Buy—Investigate 
Send for returnable sample and see how 
completely THE SERVICE HYMNAL meets 
every worship need. 480 pages, 501 musical 
numbers, 65 responsive readings; fully orches- 
trated. Covers cque for longer, brighter 


wear. Price per 100, not prepaid, $60. 
today for returnable sample. Write name and address 
ination 


Send 
tn margin, clip and mail, Give church and denom 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1892 


il the est tet bene books TY. | PANY 


5703-B West Lake St. Chicago, Illinois 


By ANDREW MURRAY TH E 
PRAYER 
LIFE 


38 telling chapters. A classic in devotional 
literature, now offered at lowest price. 


Contents include ‘‘The Sin of Prayerlessness,” 
“The Cause of Prayerlessness,” ‘The Fight 
Against Prayerlessness,” ‘‘How to be Delivered 
from Prayerlessness,’’ ‘‘How Deliverance from 
Prayerlessness May 
Victory,” 











Two-Color Covers 
153 pages. 35c 








ontinue,”’ ‘‘The Blessing of 
and other vital topics. 


The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n 
Chicago, Ill. 


837 No. Wells Street 
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channel for the Word of God to run and 
have free course. Never despair of the 
salvation of any living man. Pray for 
the Children’s Temple, 225 E. Kinney 
Street, Newark, N. J. 


Wed.—John 2:13-22. Jesus Cleanses the Temple. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Make not my 
Father’s house an house of merchan- 
dise.” This first cleansing occurred at 
the first Passover (see Matt. 21:12, 13; 
Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45, 46). Marks 
of the apostasy are: destructive heresies, 
denying the Lord that bought them, 
“through covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you” 
(2 Pet. 2:3). Pray for the needed cleans- 
ing of Christian churches. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Thurs.—Acts 8:18-24. The Limitations of Money. 
hast 
thought that the gift of God may be pur- 
Blessed is pov- 
erty when it opens the door to free sal- 
Cursed is wealth when it bars 
our way of entrance into God’s King- 
dom, and from the blessedness of the 
Simon Magus sought the 
See James 
Pray for the Lith- 
uadnian Missionary Association, 3238 S. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou 


chased with money.” 
vation. 
Christian life. 
Lord’s blessings by barter. 


on this (Jas. 2:1-9). 


Halsted Street, Chicago. 


Fri.—Ecclesiastes 5:1-7. 


The Fulfillment of Vows. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When thou vow- 
est a vow unto God, defer not to pay it.” 











ere Is 


why our Sunday School is so 





“__we use the David C. Cook Story 
Papers. They are certainly working 
wonders for our school in attendance, 
in interest, and in loyalty.” 


Pupils of all ages eagerly await the distribution of these 


intensely interesting papers. 


Edited to inspire readers with 


Christ-like example, they build strong Christian character, 
encourage Sunday-school loyalty, increase and maintain a 


high average attendance. 


These papers are available at 


such low cost that no Sunday-school pupil should be with- 
out their weekly help, inspiration, and advice. And remem- 
ber, there is a David C. Cook paper for every age group! 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 
For young people from 18 to 24 
Club rate, 170 per quarter 
THE BOYS’ WORLD 
THE GIRLS’ COMPANION 
For teen-age boys and girls 
Club rate each, 120 per quarter 

WHAT TO DO 
For children 9 to 12 
Club rate, 12c per quarter 
DEW DROPS 
For tiny tots 6 to 8 
Club rate, 6420 per quarter 
LITTLE LEARNER'S 
For Beginners 3 to 5 
Club rate, 30 per quarter 


DAVID C. COOK 
PUBLISHING ComPAnY 


28-B Lincoln Street, Elgin, Il. 





|GET FREE SAMPLE COPIES 


David C. Cook Publishing Co. 
28-B Lincoln Street, Elgin, Il. 


Story papers and details of Half-price 
acquainted Offer. 


Name 


Gentlemen: Please send me samples of your 
Get- 





Address 





City 





WARBWBWBBBABABBEBBEBEESE 


URUO  sascvccccesscseee ere 


Sunday School 


(Lesson for Feb. 26) Feb. 11, 1939 


The late Charles A. Blanchard, D.D., 
former President of Wheaton College, 
once preached on this text to the writer’s 
congregation. Before launching into the 
subject, he asked three questions: “How 
many of you have ever made a vow to 
God?” There was a show of hands. He 
then asked: “How many have failed 
to keep that vow?” Raised hands indi- 
cated many failures. He then put the 
third question: “How many will per- 
form their broken vows? Stand!” Many 
responded. That sermon never will be 
forgotten. It followed a threefold course: 
(1) Things to be corrected; (2) How 
these corrections should be made; (3) 
A call for immediate action. This sort 
of preaching is needed now. Pray for 
conscience-pricking sermons. 


Sat.—James 1:19-27. Religion Undefiled. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pure religion.” 
Religion is that spiritual something 
which binds man either to a false god 
or to the living and true God. All be- 
lief tends to manifest itself. Systems 
of faith and worship that fail morally 
and practically are false. Pray for White 
Light Mission, 355 Ellicott Street, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 


Sun.—Malachi 1:6-14. Sincere Worship. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Should I accept 
this of your hand? saith the Lord.” An 
action may be judged by its motive. 
Selfishness impels many religious ac- 
tions, and selfishness is not true religion. 
God seeks sincerity in worship. He 
“seeketh such to worship him.” Never 
offer to God what you would not think 
of offering to human superiors. Pray 
for Ganado Mission, Ganado, Ariz. 





‘The Sunday School Ties 


President and Publisher 
Putri E. Howarp 


Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25--One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
$25 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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